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Read It Through 


To encourage those who have never read the 
entire Bible, we pass on the following poem by 
Amos R. Wells: 


I supposed I knew my Bible, 
Reading piecemeal, hit or miss, 

Now a bit of John or Matthew, 
Now a snatch of Genesis; 


Certain chapters of Isaiah, 
Certain Psalms (the twenty-third), 
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs, 
Yes, I thought I knew the Word. 


But I found a thorough reading 
: Was a different thing to do, 
And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through. 


You who like to play at Bible, 
Dip and dabble here and there, 

Just before you kneel aweary 
And yawn out a hurried prayer; 


You who treat the Crown of Writing 
As you treat no other book— 

Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look— 


Try a worthier procedure, 
Try a broad and steady view,— 
You will kneel in very rapture 
When you read the Bible through. 
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EDITORIAL 


“Solving” Problems 


A student of a Church-related woman’s College 
was recently talking about her school. She stated 
that in the past there had been a rigid rule against 
the girls smoking and as a result several students 
were dismissed from school last year. 


She then went on to say, “But this year the | 


authorities have decided to permit the girls to 
ee and this is going to solve so many prob- 
ems.’ 


Too many problems are “solved” today by a 
complete capitulation to the pressure of worldli- 
ness all around us. Never has the world needed the 
witness of a Church and Christians who are 
willing to stand against those things which dull 
one’s spiritual life and testimony as now. But, 
again and again the one organization which should 
endeavor to stem the tide in a generation when 
restraints seem almost gone; this organization, 
the Church, ‘‘Solves’” the problem by going along 
with the world. 


The church which sponsors modern dancing has 
not, we believe, ‘‘solved’’ the problem of whole- 
some activities for young people. 


The church which countenances most of the 
present-day movies and which fails to warn against 
the salacious influence of many modern novels is 
not “solving” such problems for its young people. 


Our heart yearns for the Church, as such, to 
stand in the breach like the prophets of old and 
warn of the sin involved in so much of the world’s 
activities today. There are so many wholesome and 
attractive and interesting things for young people 
to do—why not exercise both imagination, in- 
genuity and Christian foresight enough to realize 
that the energies of youth can be channeled into 
these lines, rather than to “solve” the problem by 
compromise? 


Strange to say, those who try to follow an un- 
compromising path are called “narrow,” “bigoted,”’ 
“old fashioned,” “citizens of a past generation,” 
“fanatical” and other unpleasant names; not by 
the world at large, but by some in the Church. 


This is not a question of passing or minor im- 
portance. The effective witness of the Church 
and the spiritual power of Christians is involved, 
How will we rise to the challenge? —L.N.B. 


Street Corner 
Evangelism 


A large Presbyterian Church with a vacant pul 
pit elected a pulpit committee to nominate a 
pastor. This committee received a large number 
of names as prospects. After sifting the list, it 
was reduced to around a dozen. The committee 
forthwith began to visit and make investigations. 
At one of the committee meetings a sub-commit- 
tee reported on one of the names on the list. 
The report was unfavorable. The objection offered 
to this prosp e minister was that he occasion- 
ally preached on the street and such a practice 
would be embarrassing to such a eultured church. 


Any church has reached a low ebb of spirituality 
and Christian discernment that would object to 
servant of Christ on this ground. To be con 
sistent such a committee would have to criticize 
Christ, for the record shows that He did just this 
during His three-year ministry on earth. Some 
of the most thrilling messages Christ ever gave 
were delivered on the streets and roadsides. He 
was the pioneer in wayside and _ street-corne! 
evangelism. Jesus set a glorious example for ws 
and we should be happy to follow Him. The 
servant should not feel superior to his Lord. 


The most devoted servants of Christ have neve 
felt ashamed to engage in street-corner evangel- 
ism. Under the leadership of Peter Waldo a group 
of Christians in the twelfth century saw that the 
Roman Catholic Church was neglecting the soul 
of men, and decided to take the gospel in is 
simplicity to the people on the streets. The i 
fluence of these consecrated men extended 1 
Italy, France, Germany, Hungary, and Bohemls 
They continued their work in spite of many hart 
ships and persistent persecutions. These men Wert 
in a true sense the forerunners of the Reform 
tion as well as spiritual successors to the Apostles 


George Whitfield saw the need in his day {0 
street-corner and open-air preaching. He led the 


movement in his generation. John Wesley at fins 


hesitated to follow his example, but finally yielded. 
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Both of these men were scolded by the bishop for 
employing this method of evangelism. They re- 
fused to be intimidated by his espicopal rebuke, 
and continued to preach to the masses in Eng- 
land and America. As a result thousands of sin- 
ners repented of their sins and sought their 


salvation in Christ. 


If the purpose of evangelism is to reclaim the 


lost, then the Church must seek unchurched peo- 


le wherever they may be found. A minister whose 
Larainnt heart constrained him to witness for his 
Master on the street corner may be spurned by a 
sophisticated pulpit committee, but we may be 
sure that when the day of reckoning arrives he 


' shall be numbered among those whom the Lord 


calls wise. —J. R. R. 


Does God Care For 
Cities? 


It is sometimes asserted that ministers of the 
Gospel and Christians generally are not respon- 
sible for social and moral conditions in their com- 
munities. A thoughtful reading of the Bible will 
not sustain this position, however. Both the Old 


_ and New Testaments reveal God’s concern for 


cities as social units. 3 
Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed for their 


| wickedness. Jonah was commissioned to preach 
against Nineveh, ‘“‘that great city,” and it re- 


pented. The writing prophets had much to say 
about such cities as Memphis, Babylon, Tyre, 
Sidon, Damascus and Samaria. Jesus rebuked 
Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum for their 
apathy and lamented over Jerusalem. 


Church history teaches us that God has often 
honored His servants who have preached the gos- 


pel fearlessly, both in its positive and negative 


aspects, to promote civic righteousness. Savonarola 


| at Florence is, of course, a shining example. There 
' are others: Luther at Erfurt, Calvin at Geneva, 
_ Knox at Edinburgh, Edwards at Northampton. 


We conclude that it is our solemn duty to bring 


| the word of God, both in its promises and threats, 
_ to bear upon city life. One of the best ways to do 
this is for the ministers of a community to join 


together in a city-wide evangelistic effort under 


| the preaching of a man who will stress the great 


themes of historic, apostolic Christianity. Surely 


| our cities of the Southland need revival and 
| Cleansing. —C.N.W. III. 


Where Freedom Ends 


We have recently noted where drunkenness has 
been looked upon as an “extenuating circum- 
stance” when meeting out punishment for crimes. 


It seems that during recent weeks there have 
fen more reports of revolting crimes than we 
ever remember hearing of in a similar space of 
time. Many of these have been carried out while 
under the influence of alcohol. 


We judge that a society which legalizes the sale 
of a poison which causes so much sorrow and 
suffering has, because of a guilty conscience, a 
sympathetic leniency with those who run amuck 


While under its influence. 


But, is that right? We are reminded of the story 
of two Irishmen who had recently arrived in 
New York. During an argument one of them 
punched the nose of the other and was himself 
promptly knocked to the ground. Getting up he 
remonstrated with the querulous statement: “I 
thought this was a free country,’”’ to which he re- 
ceived this reply: “Yes, it is, but your freedom 
ends where my nose begins.” 3 


Under the guise of personal liberty we are 
permitting the destruction of life, property and 
morals and even seeking to profit by taxes im- 
posed on liquor. ‘“‘Penny wise and pound foolish’ 
is a good description of this policy, for it is an 
economic fact that it costs the state and individuals 
more to pay for the destructive results of alcohol 
than is received in revenue for its sale. The only 
ones who “profit” by liquor are those who man- 
ufacture and sell it, one of the most gigantic, 
ruthless and evil organizations in this nation. 


If Christian people arise up and claim their 
rights of Christian citizenship, exercising their 
power to vote this monstrous curse, as a legalized 
business, out of our land, they can then also vote 
out those who refuse to enforce the law and vote 
in those who will. 


Every day or so we are called upon to treat a 
person injured while under the influence of alco- 
hol, or someone who is the victim of drunken 
driving. In almost every case we are expected to 
treat them gratis. We are sick of the “freedom’”’ 
which imposes so much damage to society and of 
the tolerance shown to many of those who have 
caused the suffering. 


Unless freedom includes restraints for the pro- 
tection of the community as a whole it is no longer 
freedom but individual anarchy. We believe the 
Irishman was right when he said, “Your freedom 
ends where my nose begins.” —L.N.B. 


“The Naked Truth 
Saloon” 


Mississippi’s Representative John Rankin has 
had inserted in the Congressional Record a unique 
advertisement by a saloon keeper on “The Real 
Truth About Liquor,”’ printed in the Boise (Idaho) 
Democrat more than 60 years ago. 


“TI wish every American could read it in the 
light of what is going on in this country today,”’ 
Representative Rankin told the House in obtain- 
to insert the advertisement in the 

ecord. 


We wish as many Mississippians as possible to 
read it in the light of what is happening in Missis- 
sippi in and out of the legislature today, so w 
welcome an opportunity to reprint it. - | 


The transcript is by Charles Chester, of Topeka, 
Kansas, who writes that James Lawrence, who 
operated the “Naked Truth Saloon” in Boise, ran 
the following advertisement in the February 24, 
1886 issue of the Boise Democrat: 


“Friends and neighbors, having just opened 
a commodious shop for the sale of liquid fire, 
I embrace this opportunity of informing you 
that I have commenced the business of mak- 
ing paupers, and beggars for the sober, in- 
_dustrious and respectable portion of the com- 
munity to support. 3 
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“T shall deal in family spirits which will incite 
men to deeds of riot, robbery and bloodshed, and 
by so doing, diminish the comfort, augment the 
expenses and endanger the welfare of the com- 
munity. 


“T will, on short notice, for a small sum, and 
with great expectations undertake to prepare vic- 
tims for the asylums, poor farms, prisons and 
gallows. 


“T will furnish an article that will increase acci- 
dents, multiply the number of distressing diseases, 
and render those who are incurable. 


“T will deal in drugs which will deprive some 
of life, many of reason, most of their property, 
and all of their peace; which will cause fathers to 
become fiends, and wives and widows to become 
orphans, and all. mendicants. 


“IT will cause many of the rising generation to 
grow up in ignorance and prove a burden and a 
nuisance to the Nation. I will cause mothers to 
forget their offspring, and cruelty to take the 
place of love. 


“I will sometimes corrupt the ministers of 
religion; defile the purity of the church and 
cause temporal, spiritual and eternal death; 
and if any be so impertinent as to ask me why 
I have the audacity to bring such accumulated | 
misery upon the people, my honest reply is, 
‘money.’ The spirit trade is lucrative and 
some professing Christians give this cheerful 
countenance. 


“From the United States Government I have pur- 
chased the right to demolish the character, de- 
stroy the health, and shorten the lives and ruin 
the souls of those who choose to honor me with 
their custom. 


“T pledge myself to do all that I have promised. 
Those who wish any of the evils above specified 
brought upon themselves or their dear friends, 
are requested to meet me at my bar where I will, 
for a few cents, furnish them with the certain 
means of doing so. 

“The Naked Truth Saloon, 
John Lawrence, Proprietor.”’ 


That is a unique illustration of truth in ad- 
vertising. It is so true of the liquor business 
that we seriously suggest that if the Legisla- 
ture flouts the will of the great majority of 
law-abiding people, and votes to put the State 
of Mississippi into the liquor business without 
giving the people an opportunity to condemn 
the proposal in a statewide election, it should 
adopt this honest advertising and require that 
it be posted, in the state’s name, on the door 
and in the window of every state liquor store. 

—Clarion-Ledger. 


= 


“Spadework” For The 
Third Party 


The Communist Daily Worker, May 4, 1948, 
under a Syracuse, N. Y., date line and under the 
heading, “Third Party Spadework In Syracuse,” 
and the subheading, ‘Clergy,’ stated: 


“An important aspect of the political set-up 
here is the sharp opposition by the Protes- 
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tant clergy to the war hysteria and policies of 
the Truman-Vandenberg crowd. Shubert 
Frye, assistant director of the New York State 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church, is a memn- 
ber of the Statewide Wallace Committee. | 


Rev. Edwin T. Dahlberg, of the First Bap. 
tist Church, has been delivering powerful ser- 
mons attacking the war - provoking foreign 
policy. Bishop Ledden, Methodist, and Dr. Wij- 
liam P. Tolley, of the University, have taken 
strong anti-UMT, anti-draft stands.”’ 


Rev. Edwin T. Dahlberg is one of 85 persons on 
the Executive Committee of the Federal Coungj] 
of Churches, and Bishop W. Earle Ledden is a de. 
signated representative of the Methodist Church 
as a member of the Federal Council of Churches, 


It is an indisputable fact that the Federal 
Council of Churches is contributing through some 
of its members much “spadework” for Wallace 


and Taylor, and this “‘third party spadework’’ js 


very pleasing to the Communists. 


A Word To Pulpit 
Committees 


During recent years a _ vicious practice has 
sprung up in our Church. A small group of men 
have been trying to take the place of the Holy 
Spirit in placing ministers in certain pulpits. These 
men blackball some ministers because they vote 
differently on controversial questions that are be 
fore our Church, and they recommend highly men 
who vote as they want them to vote. Such impor- 
tant questions as: Does the man preach the whole 
gospel effectively?, or does the man havea passion 
for the lost that sends him out into the highways 
seeking men for Christ?, or is: he helping the 
church, locally and denominationally, to grow in 
members and usefulness?, do not enter the picture. 


These men who assume the prerogative of the 
Holy Spirit in placing men in our pulpits usually 
make one of two criticisms about the man that 
they would prevent from receiving a call. They 
often accuse the minister of splitting a church 
In 95 cases out of 100 this charge is either 
grossly exaggerated or absolutely false. Before 
making too much fuss over a few people leaving 
a church we should study carefully the words of 
Jesus found in Luke 12:51 ff. “Suppose ye that 
I am come to give peace on earth? I tell. you, 
Nay; but rather division: for from _ henceforth 
there shall be five in one house divided, three 
against two and two against three, etc.” The faitl- 
ful preaching of the whole truth of God wil 
either drive men from the church, or make them 


more loyal to its worship and service. Is it a crim 


to faithfully preach the whole counsel of God! 


The second criticism that is often used to block 
calls to certain ministers is that they are df 
pensationalists, or they take a certain view of the# 
millennium, that is distasteful to some. Ths® 


charge, too, is greatly exaggerated, and oftel : 


falsely made. After all, is it a crime to believey 


in the second coming of Christ, when the fact is i 
mentioned repeatedly in scripture, and 1s that F 


“‘blessed hope”? toward which all true believers in 4 
Christ look? Dr. J. A. Findlay writing in, they 


British Weekly said some years ago: “No spiritu 4 
advance can be made until we think more of thé & 
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second coming of Christ.’ 
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One can certainly 
believe in the second coming without being a. 


rabid pre-millenarian or post-millenarian, and he 


should not be thus pigeon-holed because he be- 


lieves this promise. 
Pulpit committees, 


beware of the man who 


endeavors to take the place of the Holy Spirit 


in the matter of placing ministers in the pulpits of 
our beloved Church. 


—C. G. McC. 


AN esgro Looks At 
Racial Issues 


Following a personal tour of the South, Davis 
Lee, Negro editor and publisher of the Newark 


Newark, N. J. 


wrote the followin 


editorial in his paper. We most earnestly commen 
it to our readers as an antidote for some of the 
extremes now advocated as a solution of this 
problem.—Ed. 


“T have just returned from an extensive 
tour of the South meeting both Negroes and 
whites in the urban and rural centers. 


Because of these personal observations, 
studies and contacts, I feel that I can speak 
with some degree of authority. I am certainly 
in a better position to voice an opinion than 
the Negro leader who occupies a suite in 
downtown New York and bases his opinion on 


the South from the distorted stories he reads \ 


in the Negro press and Daily Worker. 


The racial lines in the South are so clearly 
drawn and defined there can be no confusion. 
When I am in Virginia or South Carolina I 
don’t wonder if I will be served if I walk 
Into a white restaurant. I know the score. 
However, I have walked into several right in 
New Jersey where we have a civil rights law, 
and have been refused service. | 


The whites in the South stay with their 
own and the Negroes do likewise. This one 
fact has been the economic salvation of the 
Negro in the South. Atlanta compares favor- 
able with Newark in size and population. Ne- 
groes there own and control millions of dollars 
worth of business. All the Negro business in 
New Jersey will not amount to as much 
our race has in one city in Georgia. That is 


also true in South Carolina and Virginia. 


St 


New Jersey today boasts of more civil rights 
legislation than any other state in the Union, 
and state government itself practices more 
discrimination than Virginia, South Carolina 
and Georgia. New Jersey employs one Negro 
In the motor vehicle department. All of the 
states above mentioned employ plenty. 


No matter what a Negro wants to do, he can 
do it in the South. 
Test Collins, a young Negro, operates a 
arge funeral home, a taxicab business, a 
station, grocery store, has_ several 
uses, runs a large farm and a night club. 


Collins couldn’t do all that in New Jersey 
- New York. The only bus lines operated by 
€groes are in the South. The Safe Bus Com- 
pany in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
sige and operates over a hundred. If a Negro 
es Pee Jersey or New York had the money 
nd attempted to obtain a franchise to ope- 


as 


In Spartanburg, S. C., 
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rate a line he would not only be turned down, 
but he would be lucky if he didn’t get a bullet 
in the back. 


Negroes and whites get along much better 
together in the South than Northern agi- 
tators would have you believe. Of course I 
know that there are some sore spots down 
there, and we have them up here also. But 
it is not as bad as it is painted. The trouble in 
the South stems from dumb ignorant whites 
and Negroes, not from the intelligent, better 
class element of the two races. 


The attitude of the Southerners toward our 
race is a natural psychological reaction and 
aftermath of the War Between the States. Ne- 
groes were the properties of these people. 
They were not the peers, and were not even 
considered human in the true sense. The whole 
economy of the South was built around 
slavery. 


Certainly you couldn’t expect the South to 
forget this in 75 or even 150 years. That 
feeling has passed from one generation to 
another, but it is not one of hatred for the 
Negro. The South just doesn’t believe that 
the Negro has grown up. No section of the 
country has made more progress in finding 
a working solution to the Negro problem than 
the South. 


The entire race problem in America is 
wrong. Our approach is wrong. We expend 
all our energies and spend millions of dollars 
trying to convince white people that we are 
as good as they are, that we are an equal. 
Joe Louis is not looked upon as a Negro but 
the greatest fighter of all times, loved and 
admired by whites in South Carolina as much 
as those in Michigan. He convinced the world, 
not by propaganda, but by demonstration. 


Our fight for recognition, justice, civil 
rights and equality, should’ be carried on 
within the race. Let us demonstrate to the 
world by our living standards, our conduct, 
our ability and intelligence that we are the 
equal of any man, and when we shall have 
done this the entire world, including the 
South, will accept us on our terms. Our pres- 
ent program of threats and agitation makes 
enemies out of our friends.” 


“Capitalism And 
Disorder” 


It often happens that honest business men have 
a clearer understanding of economic issues than 
Churchmen who wander afield into the business 
world. While the writer of the editorial below, 
which appeared in the “Wall Street Journal,” does 
not present his own personal faith it remains 
a fact that he expresses a viewpoint with reference 
to the deliverance of the World Council on 
capitalism and communism which Christians and 
particular Church leaders will be wise to ponder. 


REVIEW AND OUTLOOK 
Capitalism And Disorder 


In its stirring and spiritually elevating report 
on “The Church and the Disorder of Society,” a 
section of the World Council of Churches enum- 
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erates, compares and contrasts the social short- 
comings of communism and capitalism. It assigns 
—rightly, we think—to the churches of all Chris- 
tian faiths the duty to make clear “that there 
are conflicts between Christianity and capitalism.”’ 
It recognizes that the capitalistic system of eco- 
nomic organization has improved since its early 
days. The report then adds: 


“But (1) capitalism tends to subordinate 
what should be the primary task of any econ- 
omy—the meeting of human needs—to the 
economic advantages of those who have most 
power over its institutions. (2) It tends to 
produce serious inequities. (3) It has de- 
veloped a practical form of materialism in 
western nations in spite of their Christian 
background, for it has placed the greatest 
emphasis upon success in making money. (4) 
It has also kept the people of capitalist coun- 
tries subject to a kind of fate which has 
taken the form of such social catastrophies as 
mass unemployment.”’ 


Following this, the report summarizes its con- 
clusions in these words: | 


“The Christian Church should reject the 
ideologies of both communism and _laissez- 
faire capitalism and should seek to draw men 
away from the false assumption that these are 
the only alternatives. Each has made promise 
which it could not redeem.” 


(The modifying word laissez-faire was put 
into the restriction in the closing minutes of 
the Assembly). 


We venture to think that this report, full as it is 
of admonitions which all men of good will should 
take to heart, errs when it assumes that the 
Christian Church is called upon either to choose 
between conflicting ideologies or to “reject” one 
or. more of them. All of what we call ideologies 
are the inventions of human beings. But the Chris- 
tian Church and indeed each of what Toynbee 
calls “‘the higher religions’ possesses a body of 
belief of an entirely different order. Serene in 
their immeasurably more exalted faiths, church- 
men of all affiliations must look upon the ideologies 
as no more than alternative systems of organi- 
zation on the lower plane of economic life. 


It is undeniable that grave social injustices 
and abuses exist side by side with or in the midst 
of the capitalistic economic order. We think their 
presence is due, not to the order itself but to 
what this report speaks of as ‘“‘the sins which cor- 
rupt human communities and institutions in every 
age,” and again as “the perennial evil in human 
societies.”’ Certainly it is the right and the re- 
sponsibility of the churches to struggle against 
human selfishness, whatever the form of economic 
or ome organization in which it manifests 
itself. 


But it seems to us reasonable to believe that 
men sin because they are men, not because they 
are believers in this or that ideology. We would 
go one step further and say that the so-called 
capitalist system, which is founded on the bed- 
rock of inviolable human personality and the 
freedom of the individual under law, offers the 
conscience of man far greater opportunity to 
guide his actions than do any of the repressive 
collectivisms. | 


Believe In Hell? 


When was the last time you saw any reference 
to Hell in our Sunday School literature? Dr, J. 
B. Hutton, the late, great pastor of the Firs 
Presbyterian Church of Jackson, Miss., and one of 
the South’s most prominent ministers, once re. 


marked that if you examined all of the lesson; 


in our denomination’s official Sunday Schoo] 
literature for almost any given year, you would 
not find the word ‘Hell’? mentioned therein one 
single time. 
Unfortunately, that remark is true (and that js 
one of several reasons why should like to 


see the particular Presbyterian Church in which E 


I am an Elder discard that official literature 
permanently for something better.) 


How many sermons have you ever heard on the = 
subject of Hell? I, for one, have heard only tw 


sermons on this subject, and one of those was 


preached by a Southern Baptist minister. Oh, one 


hears occasionally from the pulpit such vague 


and weak-kneed expressions as an unsaved person — 
“being eternally lost” or “going into eternity 
without Christ.” But what do these genteel ex.— 
pressions mean to an unsaved person, sitting inf 
the pew or listening over the radio, who has hail & 


no Bible instruction about Hell and who has no & 
been walking with Christ in this life? Practically & 
nothing at all! | 

Recently I was asked to speak, on any religiow 


subject which I might choose, as a guest speake 


on a week-day, commercially-sponsored, radii 
broadcast. I spoke for thirty minutes on the sub 


ject of Hell, delivering the remarks which ap | 


pear elsewhere in this issue of The Jourmal. 
Two mornings later, a prominent young lawye 


of about my own age walked into my law office 


He stated that he had been riding alone down:— 
highway in his auto two evenings before, and hal & 
switched on his radio just as I had begun to broai- ¥ 
cast. He began to listen, he said, just to see hv— 
I sounded over the radio..But after a few minutes § 
he became interested in the message. He remarkel 
that, before the broadcast had ended, “som 
wheels began to revolve in my head, and som 
thoughts to arise in my mind, which I have bea & 
unable to still since.”” He was now greatly cot- 
cerned and upset about Hell and about his om® 
soul’s salvation. 


My father (who is also a lawyer and an Elder) 
and I talked to him at great length, telling hng— 
frankly what the Scriptures teach about Hell a 
about the absolute necessity of one’s being bor § 
again. 

Our listener was vitally interested and asked 
many questions. He stated that his own fathe 
had often spoke to him about religion but it hat 
meant little to him. He felt that Christian ® 
just did not concern him very much. He had berm 
attending a prominent church but had been gettin 
very little from the services; he said that the™ 
sermons sounded to him like carefully prepared $ 
addresses delivered in flawless style by a ‘le 
tured university professor. 

But when he was brought face to face with ; 
Hell, and with the possibility that he himself mig] 
spend eternity in its torments, for the first img 
in. his life he had felt a great personal conceit 
and was afraid, and he had become vitally "F 
terested in eternal salvation. | i 

“Why,” he asked, “don’t we have more preach 


ing and teaching on the subject of Hell today} 
Why don’t we? | —Charles W. Alexander: 
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HELE 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Elder of First Presbyterian Church 
| Jackson, Miss. 
(Radio Address Broadcast Recently Over 
Station WJXN, Jackson, Miss. ) 


1 should like to speak this evening on the most 
unpopular subject in connection with the entire 
Christian religion. Since it is the most unpopular 
subject, naturally it is the most neglected from 
the stand-point of discussion. The subject for this 
evening’s consideration is ‘‘Hell.” 


Many ministers and Bible teachers go from 
week to week, and from year to year, without 
mentioning the word ‘‘Hell.”? They refer vaguely 
to a person’s “being lost” or “being unsaved,” but 
they never say anything more definite than this. 
I believe personally that if Hell exists, the people 
should be told about it as frankly and as fully as 
they are told about Heaven. 


Now your common sense alone would indicate 
that there must be a Hell. If there is a place of 
Reward for the saved and the good, then there 
must of pholosophical necessity be a place, for the 
unsaved and the bad, which is the opposite of a 
place of Rewards. Yet, in spite of this simple and 
obvious truth, it is surprising how many people 


believe that, in some way or other, after death | 


the saved and the unsaved will all arrive in Heaven 
together. What a foolish thought! 


There was once a father who held this senti- 
mental view, and one day he was reading aloud 
from the newspaper to entertain his little twelve- 
year old daughter. Jumping from one news item to 
another, he began to read to her, before he 
realized what it was, a brief account of one of 
those terrible crimes where some depraved criminal 
first assaulted and then murdered a little girl; 
the criminal had just been put to death because 
of his crime. The little daughter asked her father 
where the little girl who had been murdered had 
gone after she had died. The father replied: “Why, 
to Heaven, of course, dear.’’ Then the little daugh- 
ter asked where the murderer had gone after he 
had been put to death in the electric chair. The 
father, being one of those broad-minded persons 
Who hazily believe that everyone winds up in 
Heaven after death, hesitated a moment and 
then replied: “Why, he went to Heaven, too.” 
Then his little daughter asked this question: 
‘Well, Daddy, won’t that bad man murder the 
little girl all over again up in Heaven?” Natur- 


ally, the father could not answer. 


d been 

etting 
the 
repared 
_ an expression from Voltaire, if there were no 


If the unsaved, with their unsaved natures, 
were allowed to enter Heaven, they would soon 
turn Heaven into Hell. 


Certainly there is bound to be a Hell! To twist 


Hell, it would be necessary to invent one! 


PB eae: if you turn from your own meditations on 
~ 1S subject, and open the New Testament, you 
a that the Lord Jesus Christ tells us more 
, out Hell than does any other person mentioned 
— Bible. In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ prob- 
th y referred to Hell and to the condition of 
; ‘ ee after death more often than He did 
® the final abode of the blessed in Heaven. 


In spite of this, the views held by many church 
people on the subject of Hell are indeed amazing! 
Some tell us that if a person rejects the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and dies in an unsaved 
state, somehow, after death, that person will have 
another chance. I have read the Bible carefully 
from cover to cover, and I have never read any- 
thing in it which would substantiate such a con- 
tention. And many profound Bible scholars have 
expressed the same negative conclusion. 


There are other church members who say that 
they simply cannot believe that there is a Hell— 
they simply cannot believe that it is true. Whether 
they realize it or not, when they make such a 
remark they are calling the Lord Jesus Christ a 
liar, for He is our principal informant on this 
subject. Why do you believe in Heaven? Mainly 
because Christ says there is one—you are relying 
on His statements that there is a Heaven. How 
can you accept what Christ says about Heaven 
and then reject what he says about Hell? If you 
cannot trust Him when he ,»speaks about Hell, 
then you cannot rely upon Him when He tells 
you of Heaven, can you? Do not deceive your- 
selves, my friends, you can rely on Christ to 
speak the truth on all subjects, and you can rest 
assured that everything He says about Hell is 
absolutely true and correct. 


There are still other church members who 
believe that we have our Hell here on earth, and 
that Hell is merely a state of mind. Now I believe 
with all of my heart that we do suffer to an 
extent because of our sins and transgressions 
while here on earth. The Bible itself says that 
the way of transgressors is hard, and that what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. But 
the language which the Bible uses to describe the 
suffering of the unsaved after death is so much 
stronger than any language used to describe 
their suffering here on earth, that there is simply 
no comparison between the two! In the sixteenth 
chapter of Luke, the Lord Jesus refers to an un- 
saved rich man: He says that the rich man died, 
and was buried, and after that, in Hell, he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments. Clearly, our Lord 
teaches that Hell is experienced by the unsaved 
only after they die, and not before. 


Can it be said that Hell is merely a state of 


mind? This same sixteenth chapter of Luke dispels 


such a thought immediately. For in this chapter 
the Lord Jesus endorses the truthfulness of the 
remark made by the unsaved rich man when he 


refers to Hell as being a place of torment. To be 


sure, there is great suffering of mind and terrible 
anguish of soul experienced by the unsaved after 
death. But Hell is not merely a state of mind. It | 
is most definitely a place, a place of awful tor- 
ment, according to the Lord Jesus, and not simply 
a state of mind. 


Well, people say, granted that there is a Hell, 
and that it is a definite place, and that the un- 
saved do go there, do you think it a wise thing 
to mention it today? In this present age, with its 
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education and its understanding of psychology, 
do you think it the course of wisdom to mention 
Hell and to inject the “fear element” into re- 
ligion? It is easy to answer that: the Lord Jesus 
thought it a wise and a good thing to inject the 
“fear element” into religion, so why should not 
we? Do you, in turn, think it is truthful, or 
honest, or right, to try to be more polite and 
delicate and soft in this matter than was the 
Lord Jesus Himself? 3 


The element of fear is mentioned with ap- 
proval in the Bible. Take, for instance, the oc- 
casion of Pentecost, mentioned 
chapter of Acts. We are told that the Apostles 
were filled suddenly with the Holy Ghost. And 
Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, boldly preached 
the gospel with power so that about three thou- 
sand souls were saved. And concerning that great 
and glorious occasion the Bible records these 
clear words: “‘And fear came upon every soul.” 


The late Dr. J. Gresham Machen, probably the 
world’s greatest New Testament scholar at the 
time of his death a few years ago, once re- 
marked: “Jesus gives the real, terrible picture 
of the wrath of God; it is a far more terrible 
picture that John Calvin or any of the Old 
Testament writers ever gave. At the very heart 
and core of Jesus’ teaching is the teaching about 
God’s wrath. Jesus taught that fear is a good 
motive in religion. 


“People praise Jesus for the ethics which He 
taught. But what makes the strength of Jesus’s 
teachings, and puts the power there, is the awful 
fear of God’s throne. Leave that out, and the 
Christian religion is a sham. The fear element 
is all through Jesus’ teachings. 


“We should be praying that men will quit 
comforting themselves with the beautiful sayings 
of Jesus as though they were saved; they must be 
shown themselves as sinners in order to appreci- 
ate Christ as a Saviour of souls.”’ 


And Dr. William Evans, that eminent Bible 
teacher from Los Angeles, bears this testimony: 
“There is something in God to be afraid of. We 
need to preach the wrath of God in this day.” 


Yet, my friends, the fear element is a good 
element in Christianity. And when Christ spoke 
so often about Hell, He was well aware of the 
reaction of fear which such a subject caused in 
the hearts of His hearers. 


Now where can we learn something specific 
and authoritative about Hell? Where can we 
get some definite description of it? Turn directly 
to the New Testament, and especially to the teach- 
ings of Christ. As you read, you will encounter 
such characteristic passages as these, all but five 
of which came from the lips of the Lord Jesus 
Himself: 


“‘And whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council: but whoso- 
ever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of 
hell fire.”” (Matt. 5:22). 


“And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
rts) shalt be brought down to hell.” (Matt. 


“And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee; it is better for thee to 
enter into life with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire.”” (Matt. 18:9). 


“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it 


in the second | 


is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that 
never shall be quenched: where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark 9:48. 
44). 

into 


“And these shall go away everlasting 


punishment.” (Matt. 25:46). 


“And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him 
his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 24:51). 


“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretense make long prayer: therefore ye shall 
receive the greater damnation.” (Matt. 23:14). 


“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye escape the damnation of hell?”’ (Matt. 23:33). 


“So shall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked 
from among the just, and shall cast them into 
the furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:49-50). 


“Verily I say unto you, all sins shall be for- 
given unto the sons of men, and _ blasphemies 
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he 
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal 
damnation.” (Mark. 3:28). 


“He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
(Matt. 16:16). 7 


“But the children of the kingdom shall be cast 
out.into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’”’ (Matt. 8:12). 


“Then. shall He say unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
ai for the devil and his angels.” (Matt. 
25: 


“If any man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead or in his 
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence 
of the holy angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb: and the smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever; and they have no rest day 
or night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.’ 
(Rev. 15:9-11). 


“These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.”’ (Rev. 19:20). 


“And the devil that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are, and _ shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
(Rev. 20:10). | 


“And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.’”’ (Rev. 20:14-15). 


“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongée!s, 
and Sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, sh 
have their part in the lake which burneth will 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 
(Rev. 21:8). 
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The five quotations, last above cited, are from 
the Book of Revelation. This final quotation 
which I am about to read came from the lips of 
Jesus, as did the first thirteen quotations which 
I have cited. Before reading this final quotation, 
may I say just one word. While an undergraduate 
at one of the large eastern universities, I majored 
in English literature. In the course of my studies, 
| read many gripping and realistic passages of 
literature. But never have I read any passage 
which is as terrifying and as realistic as this 
passage from the sixteenth chapter of Luke. Listen 
closely, and bear in mind that these words came 


_ from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ, who cannot 


lie. Listen:. 


“There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, 
sumptuously every day: and there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, 
full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 


“And it came to pass, that a beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: 
the rich man also died, and was buried; and in 
hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, 


and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 


bosom. 


“And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have 


mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 


_ the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; 


for I am tormented in this flame. 


“But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. And beside all 
this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed: so that they which would pass from hence 
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence. 7 


“Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, 


that thou wouldst send him to my father’s house: | 


for I have five brethren; that he may testify unto 
—_ lest they also come into this place of tor- 
ment. 


“Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses 
and the prophets; let them hear them. 


“And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 


“And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 


_ though one rose from the dead.” (Luke 16:19-31). 


' . Now let us consider for a few minutes the lan- 
| guage which the Lord Jesus used. From the dif- 


ferent quotations which have been presented, it 


is clear that Hell is eternal—it lasts forever. It 
_ 8 also clear that if one is in Hell, he cannot pass 


: places there is a great gulf fixed. 


from there into Heaven, for between the two 


The torment and the suffering of. the unsaved 


in Hell is so great, according to the Lord Jesus, 
that its inhabitants gnash their teeth in pain and 
tense agony. 


How often Christ used the terms “fire” and 


“burning” in describing Hell! Some people today 
P Promptly state that this is mere “figurative lan- 
_ Sage,” and is not to be taken literally. Was 


he language which Jesus used merely figura- 
ve language? I, for one, am not prepared to say 


and fared 


so, and I would advise you to hesitate before 
making such a statement. But, for the sake of dis- 
cussion, suppose that it were clearly proven that 
the language used by Jesus in describing Hell was 
figurative language—what is gained? Figurative 
language is used to convey truth and information 
just as clearly as is literal language. And, wheth- 
er you view it as figurative language or. as literal 
language, the words used by Jesus in describing 
Hell convey to us the most terrible place, and 
= most intense suffering and torment, imagin- 
able. 


If some,,clever individual, by a subtle misuse of 
logic and of the imagination, almost succeeded 
in explaining away Hell in terms of its being 
figurative language and poetic imagination, this 
one unanswerable argument would still remain: 
The Lord Jesus, before the foundation of the 
world and the beginning of time, was the co- 
equal of God the Father and of the Holy Ghost. 
He was the center of all Heavenly activities, 
and all the holy angels directed to Him their an- 
thems of praise and adoration. It happened once 
that the Lord Jesus leaned down from the gold 
bar of Heaven and saw what sin, like an un- 
checked cancer, was doing to the human race on 
this earth. With a divine realization of what aton- 
ing price must be paid to redeem sinful mankind, 
He voluntarily renounced His throne in Heaven. 


He voluntarily came into this world, born not 
as a royal prince, but as a peasant; He was born, 
not in a marble palace, but in a stable. He was 
rejected of men, He was despised, He suffered 
shame. He was spit upon, He was beaten with 
many stripes, He was put to death upon a cross. 


Now the principal reason He came into the 
world was to seek and to save that which was lost; 
He came, not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give His life a ransom for many. He 
came to save us. 


If the Lord Jesus Christ left the magnificent 
glories of Heaven to endure the sufferings and 
shame which He met here on earth in order to 
save us from something, then we can rest as- 
sured that that something, from which He died to 
save us, must be terrible indeed! It is terrible— 
the terrible suffering of Hell, of which He spoke 
so very often! 


Yes, there is a Hell—a Hell more awful than 
you can imagine! But you do not have to go 
there, regardless of what sins you have com- 
mitted or how often you may have committed 
them. Christ Jesus Himself, who spoke so often 
of Hell, also has said: “Even so, it is not the 
will of your Father which is in Heaven that one 
of these little ones should perish.” (Matt. 18:14). 


The Lord Jesus stands with arms outstretched 
to the sinner today. The Bible says that “though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” 


O, there is no need for any sinner to go to 
Hell! Regardless of your past sins, you can re- 
pent and turn away from your sins and be saved! 
Will you turn to the Lord Jesus for salvation 
while it is yet time? Will you accept Him as 
Saviour and be born-again? 


Wherever you are, at this very moment you can 
lift your heart in prayer, and if you are un- 
saved you can simply pray in all humility: “Lord, 
save me, in Jesus’s name!’”’ And He will hear 
you, and He will answer your prayer! 
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The World Council In 
Its Findings 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


The findings of the World Council came out 
of four series of studies arranged by the Study 
Department and carried through in discussion 
groups and reports to the First Assembly. These 
reports were received by the Assembly sitting as 
a Committee with the Chairman of the Study 
Commission Dr. H. P. Van Dusen of Union (N. 
Y.) presiding. They were received as committee 
reports and sent down to the several churches 
for their serious consideration. The first two of 
these reports have been touched upon in the two 
earlier articles and this article is especially di- 
rected to the reports of the third and fourth com- 
missions. 


Efforts were made to make these reports scrip- 
tural. President Mackay insisted on the Buck 
Falls’ Message which pledged the World Council 
to issue statements only in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the living Head of the Church, in 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit. Barth’s vigor- 
ous speech was a call to the World Council 
to bear witness to God’s Word rather than to 
build its own tower of Babel, to point to Christ 
and His Kingdom rather than to man’s programs. 
Dodd said that the Council could only speak to 
the desperate need of the nation if it spoke 
God’s Word not ours. A representative of the 
Lutheran Augustana Synod asked for the inser- 
tion of proof texts in the findings on economic 
inacters. 

In the report on The Church and the Inter- 
national Disorder, God’s Word speaks to men 
weary with war and discouraged by internation- 
al chaos. “The Churches bear witness that the 
world is in God’s hands. The purpose of God can- 
not be finally frustrated, for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth.”” The Churches insist on 
viewing international policies in the light of their 
faith in Jesus Christ and thus to hasten inter- 
national reconciliation through their own members. 
Christian faith strives ‘“‘to see international dif- 


ferences in the light of God’s design, remember- 


ing that normally there are Christians on both 
sides of every frontier.”’ The Report recognizes 
that Christians take three different positions on 
the question of participation in war. In report 
three the Church approaches the disorder of so- 
ciety with faith in the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
“In Him God has established His Kingdom and its 
gates stand open for all who will enter. Their 
lives belong to God with a certainty that no 
disorder of society can destroy, and on them 
is laid the duty to seek God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness.” | 


In the light of the Christian understanding 
of man this report says to the advocates of social- 
ization that the institution of property is not 
the root of the corruption of human nature. This 
means, in opposition to Karl Marx, that a social- 
ization of property will not cure the ills of man 
or of society—the cause of these ills is human 
depravity, as the Bible teaches. 


On Economics 
The reports are worthy of the serious con- 


sideration of the Churches. But it is not clear 
that they are always speaking the Word of God 
rather than the word of man. Some of the find- 
ings on economics and on race relations take on 
rather the pattern of the popular social gospel. 
The logic of section III is to hold up capitalism 
and communism as almost or equally culpable and 
to remind the hearer that these are not the only 
alternatives. Since nothing is said against other 
forms of collectivism this logic plays into the 
hands of socialism, and one notes that the two 
American scholars who held the leading places 
on this commission are both socialists—Professors 
John Bennett and Reinhold Niebuhr both of Union 
(N. Y.) The last named stated that his sub-com- 
mission on economic matters was “‘left of center.” 
Further this treatment takes on the dialectic 
pattern which is the current form of logic. Thus 
one find§.too much reflection of the minds of those 
who dre¥-up this section to be convinced that it is 
all God’s Word rather than theirs. 


The dialectic treatment of paragraph 22 is pe- 
culiarly open to question. It is said that “Com- 
munist ideology puts emphasis upon economic 
justice, and promises that freedom that will auto- 
matically come after the completion of the revo- 
lution. Capitalism puts the emphasis upon free- 
dom, and promises that justice will follow as a 
by-product of free enterprise; and that too it is 
ideology which has been proved false.’ This form 
of playing communism over against capitalism 
was met in almost every conference attended in 
Europe this summer. It leaves, however, the false 
impression that where communism prevails there 
is more of economic justice with less of free- 
dom than in capitalistic countries. The fact is, 
however, that there is more economic justice, more 
of plenty for the worker, as well as more free- 
dom for men in capitalistic America and _capl- 
talistic Switzerland than in communistic Russia 
or in the socialistic countries of Western Europe. 
Yet it is well for us to know what the current 
dialectics is and not be carried off our feet by 
its surface plausibility. Under the American sys- 
tem the Church has freedom to support missions 
and ecumenical movements which it does not have 
under socialism or communism. There is more 
of “tolerable justice” and freedom under the 
stars and stripes than beyond the iron curtain, 
and we ask our speakers in world gatherings not 
to sell America short. 


Moreover, a consciousness of this plausible logic 
ought to make us ever more careful that the 
land of the free give the laborer economic justice 
and full opportunity. The current plan by which 
several cotton mills are providing scholarships 
to gifted children of workers enabling them to 
study the textile process and come back as man- 
agers is an excellent way of preventing the de- 
velopment of class distinctions in America. The 
Church should set the example to industry by 
seeking a more just equalization of the salaries 
paid by the stronger and those paid by the weaker 
congregations. 
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On Race Relations 


Some of the Negro delegates were restrained 
and moderate in their expressions, but some 
seemed determined to press interracialism to the 
limit On one occasion one Negro delegate com- 


mended the report as satisfactory, but the next 


speaker, also a Negro, moved that the plank on 
interracialism be made stronger and in the end 


two additional amendments were also offered by © 


Negro delegates before the statement was satis- 
factory to them. Our people are not likely to take 
as our program these strong statements. | 
But we can and should give serious considera- 
tion to our relations with our brethren in black. 
In the first place one must remember that any 


injustice or apparent injustice done a Negro— 


such as the shooting of a Negro father in Mont- 
gmery County, Georgia on election day—hurts 
the South in the eyes of the nation, hurts the na- 
tion in the eyes of the world, hurts the Church 


‘of the Lord Jesus Christ in her crucial contest 


with communism for the allegiance of the world. 


Then it may help us and our Negro brethren 
to remember that we did not cast the Negro 
members out of our Churches. As a matter of his- 
tory there were many Negro members in the 
Southern Presbyterian congregations through the 
Confederate War. We did not suggest that these 
brethren leave us. Rather they were moved to 


' separate themselves from us religiously as they 


period of Reconstruction. This was done by the 


were moved to leave us politically during the 


Federal Freedmen’s Bureau and at the instigation 
of ministers sent into the South from Freedmen’s 


Boards of Northern Churches. While the Negroes 
were in the saddle politically, young Africa de- 


manded separation ecclesiastically and, according 
to John L. Girardeau, we regretfully agreed. Even 


after the Negro constituency insisted on leaving 


-our Assembly there were individual members in 


many congregations. And there may well be con- 


gregations in our Assembly which today have 


Negro members. Certainly every session has the 
authority to receive a Negro believer and doubt- 
lessly will do so if there is adequate reason. 


When the Negroes decided to worship by them- 


selves, their white neighbors helped build their 


churches and rejoiced in their growth in Chris- 
tian faith and expression—in the warmth of their 
_ Worship, in the lift of their songs, in the eloquence 
of their preachers. 


It is not evident that this fine spiritual life of 


our Negro brethren would be helped if the white 


churches were to proselyte their wealthier and 


better educated Negro members. It might put a 
kindlier and more fraternal spirit upon the situ- 


, ation, however, if occasional visits were arranged 


between the white and the Negro congregations 


in which the history of the separation could be 
' made clear and the recognition of our oneness in 


Christ made evident. 


Only a small percentage of the Negro ministers 
ave either a college or a theological seminary 


education. One might effectively help the body 
of Negro citizens if the educated members of 


x started a kind of theological seminary there. In 


x 


ture, in 


both races 
tamments for the better training of these min- 
—s When Dr. Melton Clark left Columbia 
ecological Seminary to become the Pastor of 
e First Presbyterian Church of Anniston he 


weekly meeting the white pastors of Annis- 
on offered courses in the exposition of Scrip- 
Sermon building, in pastoral work and 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
GOwWN S 


-Pulpit and Choir» 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


used their God-given talents and at- 


Ja 
CAIALOG ON REQUEST 
wtf 


CHURCH GOODS a 
SUPPLY COMPANY 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which 
places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern metheds, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


_ These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
and cultural] influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


DEATH IN THE POT 


An Appraisal Of The Federal Council 
Single Copy 25¢ — Five For $1.00 


How Modern Is The Federal Council? 


An Analysis Of The Replies Of Its Leaders 
To An Inquiry About Their Doctrinal Beliefs 


Single Copy 15c — Seven For $1.00 
Both Books By Rev. J. Elwin Wright, LL.D. 


Dealers Protected 
FELLOWSHIP PRESS 


9 Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 


counselling to the Negro ministers of that Ala- 
bama county. Who follows in his train? 


The Church is identified with no particular 
political, economic, or racial structure. She is a 
witness to the Reign of Grace and as she points 
to her Lord and Saviour she judges the sins of 
every human order. As we wait for the coming 
of Christ to consummate His Kingdom it is our 
duty to witness His grace for the healing of the 
nations. When the Norwegian Quislings were be- 
traying their neighbors and men saw sons and 
brothers hauled off by the Nazis to be tortured 
and executed they vowed vengeance, they talked 
of the night of the long knives and picked the 
trees on which they would hang these traitors. 
But the Church began to hold up the Lord Jesus 
Christ who, when He was reviled, reviled not 
again, who prayed Father forgive them, she called 
on the people of Norway to put bitterness and 
retaliation out of their minds, to face the future 
in love not in vengeance. As a result when libera- 
tion came in May 1945 there was not a single 
Quisling lynched. In the issues of life let us 
seriously consider the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Lesson For Nov. 7: Drama 


for nought?” ... touch all that he hath, and he 
will curse (denounce) thee to thy face. God gives 


: In The Bible Satan permission to take all he had. Notice here 

Scripture: Job. Devotional Reading: Job that Satan can only go as far as God allows: he js : 
23 :3-10. like a chained beast. 

These words from our Devotional Reading show 8. Scene II: On the Earth. Calamity after ¢a. ¢ 
the perplexity of Job in the midst of his affliction, lamity falls upon the patriarch, until all his pro. é 
and the Faith that shines through the clouds that perty and all his sons and daughters are destroyed 
envelop him: “Oh that I knew where I might find Job stands the test. “Then Job arose, and rent his t 
Him! that I might come even to his seat! ... “he mantle, and fell down upon the earth and wor. g 
hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see shipped, and said, ‘Naked came I out of my mo- V 
him: but he knoweth the way that I take: when he ther’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.” We Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed 
might call the great lesson of the book: “Trusting be the name of the Lord.’ ” “In all this Job sinned : 
God in the dark.” not, nor charged God foolishly.” : 

Job is the outstanding Drama of the Bible, al- : : 
though there are many other dramatic scenes and of 
incidents. The picture of Abraham and Isaac as- wut forth thine i 
cending the mountain and the touching conversa- new he will 
tion between the father and son is one: many of h 

4 curse thee to thy face.’’ The Lord gives permission: 
the scenes in Joseph’s life are of a similar nature. “Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.” W 

I. The Characters: It is well to keep these in to once more. Job nox 
mind. faces the “acid test,’’ the one which the adversary 

1. God, Jehovah, the Supreme Ruler of the Uni- was so sure he would not stand. He is afflicted with fi 
verse. We get a glimpse into the presence of God, the terrible and lothsome disease which turns him fi 
and learn a great deal about His Sovereignty, His into a mass of boils. The pain and itching are well In 
Character, His Permissive Providence, or Decrees. nigh unbearable, and he sits down among the ashes to 

with his broken piece of pottery, a pitiable sight. Ic 

2. Satan: the adversary and accuser of men. We His wife adds to his misery by saying: Renounce 2 
find out a good many things about our enemy: his God, and die. In all this, however, did not Job sin th 
tactics, his malign purposes, his hatred of good with his lips. ’ : er 
men, his activity in the world, his power and great- 
ness. We will never make light of the devil if we Thus we have the setting for the main part of 
read and believe the Book of Job. the Book, as his three friends come to see him, and Cc 

sl ~ overcome by the pitiful sight, remain for seven su 

3. The “sons of God. days without any of them speaking a word. 

4. Job: an upright, perfect man. He is an ex- _ The Debate: Job begins his complaint: he curses 
ample of many other good rich men, for he was ex- the day in which he was born. | 
ceedingly wealthy: his property was taken as an : 
indication of the blessing of God. This the oldest 

ing problems that the human race has to face—- 

5. His Family: sons, daughters, and wife. the problem of suffering—why do people have 0 § 4: 
6. His Three Friends: Eliphaz the Temanite, suffer, and especially, why do good people suffer’ § 
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, There are Three Circles of Speeches. Each om — jj. 
who have been called “Job’s Comforters,” in de- of his friends speaks, and Job replies, until the B qj, 
rision. last circle, when Zophar does not speak. 

7. Elihu, a younger man, who seems to act as a All their speeches have a common ground, name § 
sort of judge. ly, that suffering comes as a punishment for sil, § ap: 

II. The Prologue: Chapters 1-2: Written in and they accuse Job of some secret sin which ht # |° 
Prase| refuses to acknowledge. They are no mean de & 

: baters, and their speeches suggest that they wert 

1. The Introduction tells us of Job; his char- men of learning and eloquence, rather skillful it B me 
acter; one who feared God, and eschewed evil; his this sort of thing. ’ , end 
family of seven sons and three daughters; his sub- ae A He 
stance; his piety, and interest in the spiritual wel- _ Job protests his innocence. His language at ume § 
fare of his children. is bitter and sarcastic; at other times so touching § : 8 

that you feel the tears rise in your eyes; then, like F che 

2. Scene I: In the presence of the Lord. The the words of an eloquent prisoner at the bar, pro § wy 
“sons of God present themselves before the Lord, testing his own integrity and uprightness, and de — 
and Satan comes with them. In answer to the ques- nying all the charges hurled. against him by those FF 
tion “‘Whence comest thou?” Satan replies: “From who would make him admit his guilt. © Isa 


going to and fro in the earth and walking up and 
down in it.”’ Is not our adversary just as busy in 
the world now as he was then? 


The Lord asks him if he had considered his ser- 
vant Job? Satan answered: “Doth Job fear God 


One thing stands out in spite of his complaining s | 


and his bitterness; he still clings to his faith in God. 
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him”: 


know that my Redeemer liveth’: ‘‘When he hath F 
tried me I shall come forth as gold.” - 
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Speeches of Elihu: He is a younger man, and has 
kept silent so far. He seems to be something like a 
Judge of the Debate. 


(The following thoughts are condensed from The 
Analytical Bible, which has a very fine outline of 
this Book.) 


He says that the three friends have not made 
out a case against Job, because they have not 
shown that suffering is always the result of sin. He 
would say that suffering is often in the form of 
chastening. At the same time he accuses Job of 
assuming that his righteousness is more than God’s, 
and reveals a spirit of pride and vanity. He asserts 
the moral character of God and his marvellous 
greatness. ““He now retires and Job is face to face 
with God.”’ 


Speeches of Jehovah: “The whole of Jehovah’s 
speech is a sustained effort of the highest genius, 
unsurpassed in the world’s literature.” He asks Job 
questions relating to the creation and constitution 
of the world; to the phenomena of nature—like 


light, sun, hail, rain, ete.; to the animal world, 
lions, birds, ostriches, etc. Job is overwhelmed. He. 


cannot answer one out of a thousand. He is also 
humbled in the dust. So it is with all of us when 
we come face to face with God. We, as Job, abhor 
ourselves and repent in dust and ashes. 


The Epilogue: Written in Prose. The three 
friends are censured and required to bring sacri- 
fices. Job prays for them. There is a striking verse 
in connection with his intercession which we want 
to notice: ‘‘And the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job when he prayed for his friends.” It does us 
good, as well as our friends, when we pray for 


them. Friends can be more exasperating than our 


enemies. Do we pray for them? 


This Book opens up a whole field of Bible study. 
Compare with James, Peter, and Paul, and Christ 
suffering on the cross. 


Lesson For Nov. 14: Prophecy 
In The Bible 


Scripture: Amos 5:21 - 6:6;  7:10-17; Micah 
4:1-5; 5:2-4; 6:6-8. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55. 


_A Prophet is one who speaks for God: sometimes 
his message is a call to repentance, faith, and obe- 
dience; sometimes it reveals future events. 


The Old Testament Prophets were very sure that 
God was speaking through them. Over and over 
again they say: “Thus saith the Lord,” or, ‘The 
Lord spake to me, saying,” or similar expressions. 


They were not all “sons of the prophets,” or 
men of special gifts and talents: some were just 
ordinary men to whom God gave a message, for 
€ can use any sort of messenger. Others were 
highly gifted men like Isaiah. But all these mes- 
Sages get their peculiar value and authority from 
the fact that they were inspired of God: all were 
Holy men,” moved by the Holy Spirit. 


The beautiful and familiar fifty-fifth chapter of 
Isaiah is typical. It has in it most of the elements 
Which go into all the words of the prophets. There 
ls @ call to come to God; to forsake sin; a glorious 
picture of the future when the Messiah shall come, 


and rich promises to those who will trust God, and 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


Our two selections are taken from Amos and 
Micah, and in them we see how these two men fol- 


low the general outline of the Evangelical Prophet, 


Isaiah. 


I. Amos’ Message. ‘“‘This prophet was a native of 
Tekoa, which is still called Tekua, a town of Judah 
about six miles south of Bethlehem. He was a 
shepherd and dresser of sycamore trees. He was 
not a prophet by training, nor trained in the reg- 
ular prophetic schools nevertheless, divinely 
called to the prophetical office.”’ 


“He was a native of Judah but prophesied for 
Israel. It was during the reign of Jereboam II he 
was called to prophesy. Uzziah was then on the 
throne of Judah. Under Uzziah and Jereboam 
Judah and Israel enjoyed unusual prosperity. Under 
existing conditions the predictions of Amos would 
meet with skeptical regard; he would be looked 
upon as an alarmist, a pessimist, but in less than 
fifty years his announcement of the doom of Israel 
was fulfilled.”’ (Analytical Bible). 


1. Amos Calls The People From Sin: Amos 5:21- 
6:6. God hates sin. His hatred is especially intense 
when His people mix sin with their feasts and sacri- 
fices—their worship of Him. It is a terrible thing 
to sin under any circumstances, but: ‘‘Some sins in © 
themselves, and by reason of several aggravations, 
are more heinous in the sight of God than others.”’ 
To bring our sins into the sanctuary aggravates 
them, for such transgressions are an abomination 
to the Lord. 


These verses resemble those in the first chapter 
of Isaiah where God tells His people very plainly 
that He will not accept such worship, and com- 
mands them to wash themselves clean before they 
attempt to come before Him in their feasts and 
sacrifices. 


We cannot help but wonder if there is not a 
good deal of sin mixed with much of the worship of 
our time. We are living in prosperous times. We 
have our magnificent churches, our music, our. 
prayers, but how about our hearts and our hands? 


Are they clean? Is there pride or vanity or ill- 


will within us? Are our thoughts centered upon 
spiritual things? How about the man who is think- 
ing about and planning ‘some business deal, or 
pleasure trip? Or the woman who is envious of 
someone’s dress, or unhappy because some social 
rival is attracting more attention than she? 


Are we, like the people of Amos’ time, bring- 
ing our idols into the house of God? ; 


’ Amos warns Israel of the awful consequences 
of such brazen effrontery. He speaks so plainly 


that he offends his audience. Do men and women 


like to be told of their sin today any more than 
then? | 


Compare the picture in 6:1-6 with conditions 
in America. Our luxury and our drunkenness; 
plenty of money, and plenty of wines and liquors 
of all sorts; feasts of good things, and “ivory 
couches.’’ 


And we, too, are “fat ease in Zion,’’ as far as 
sin is concerned. We get stirred up over politics, or 
over foreign difficulties, but we are not at all 
stirred on account of national and personal sins. 


The prophets often use the word, “Woe”. If 
Amos were in our midst, would he not make fre- 
quent use of this same word? 
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2. Amos gets into trouble because of his message: 
Amos 7:10-17. He was not the first, nor the last. 
He is rebuked by a priest, the very man who 
ought to have backed up his words. There are 
always some false priests and false prophets 
who severely criticize those who have the courage 
which they themselves lack. There were many 
preachers of Wesley’s day who criticized and op- 
posed the men who led the great awakening in 
England. There were those who made fun of D. L. 
Moody. There are those today who hinder and 
criticize the radio preaching of men like Fuller, 
and Maier. 


Amaziah tells Amos to not preach any more in 
Bethel, so near the King’s chapel and court. In 
other words, if Amos had been preaching in Wash- 
ington, condemning the sins of our leaders, he 
would be told to go back to his little country 
church and village, but not bring his message to 
Washington. 


II. Micah’s Message. Micah 4:1-5. “The prophet 
Micah was a native of the little town of More- 
sheth in the western part of Judah.—Unlike Isaiah 
and Jeremiah this prophet did not belong to the 
capital, but lived in the country. He lived by the 
great international highway and was in a po- 
sition to observe the political movements in West- 
ern Asia.—He lived in the time of the critical 
events of Israel when the northern kingdom was 
brought to an end by Assyria. He witnessed the 
moral and religious corruption in Judah. which 
began in the region of Joram following the reform 
work of Jehoshaphat, and reached a condition of 
utter degeneration in the reign of Ahaz.—tThe fall 
of Israel occurred in the first part of the reign of 
Hezekiah and was designed to be a great object 
lesson to sinful Judah.”’ (Analytical Bible). 


1. A Beautiful Description of the Last Days: 
4:1-5. Every now and then, especially in Isaiah, 
we have these “rifts in the clouds’ when the sun 
is permitted to shine through and we get a glimpse 
of the world as God intends it to be in the “Day 
of the Lord.” It will be a time of Exaltation of 
the house of the Lord, of Justice and Righteous- 
ness, of Peace and Prosperity. Here is Hope with 
a foundation for this world of darkness, strife, 
confusion, and sin. Let us pray that this glorious 
time will soon come. 


2. A Messianic Prophecy: 5:2-4. This is a most 
remarkable prophecy for both the eternity of the 
Messiah and His Incarnation are indicated in its 
wording: “Out of thee shall he come forth unto 
Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting.”’ 


Verse 2 is quoted in Matthew 2:6 and is one 
of those very definite little prophecies, of which 
there are so many, giving the exact place of the 
birth of the Savior. : 


“‘He shall be great unto the ends of the earth’’: 
how truly is this being fulfilled today as mission- 
aries go into all the lands of the world, and Christ’s 
praises are being sung in all the languages of 
mankind! | 


3. How to Come Before God: 6:6-8. These well 
known verses contain a striking presentation of 
the difference between formal, external worship, 
and the sincere worship of the heart and life. ‘“‘The 
Life of Three Dimensions,” as someone has called 
verse 8 sums it up: “To do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.” 
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An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian influ- 
ence, or the memory of a loved one, is to establish 
a permanent fund on the books of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to the 
support of Foreign Missions—a perennial contri- 
bution in your name or in that of your loved one. 


Permanent funds may be started with a small 
amount and additional deposits: made from time to 
time as convenient. : 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers and 
employees, pledge themselves to strive earnestly to 
meet the responsibility placed in their hands in 
making your gift accomplish the utmost for His 
Kingdom around the world. 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how 
they are made and used, write: 
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and 63 ALL-TIME FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES REVERENTLY AND SIMPLY 
oe TOLD IN UNEXCELLED, SIMPLIFIED TEXT FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
sin | | 
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That is how the world began. And 
when God looked at all the things He 
: had made, He saw that the earth was 
enn. E very beautiful and very good. 
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Young 


Vesper Topics For November 


Nov. 7: Station WMAY Calling 
Introduction 


This program is a consideration of the work of 


the Ybor City Presbyterian Mission in Tampa,. 


Fla. Presbyterian Youth has arranged a program 
of information about the work of the mission to 
be presented in the form of a radio or television 
program. Before handling the program in this 
manner it would be good to begin with a Scrip- 
tural study of the work of the early church in 
order that your group may see that what we are 
seeking to do at Ybor City is to produce a life and 
work that is similar to the life and work of th 

early church. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 2:42-47 


1. Fellowship in Worship. Verse 42. Those who 
believe im the Lord Jesus Christ are drawn 
into fellowship by the ties of love in Christ, and 
as they come together their hearts naturally reach 
up to God in worship. This worship is made real 
and vital by faithfulness in prayer, and the 
Word is illustrated in the breaking of bread, or 
the Communion. Any work we do seeks to draw 
men into this fellowship of true worship. 


2. Fellowship in Witness. Verse 43. The word 


“fear”, used in this passage, carries the idea of 


sincere reverence. This fellowship of worship 
was followed by a life of such character that 
people who saw these believers as they lived were 
led to reverence and respect the Lord. Every 
group that meets for the fellowship of worship 
should follow it with a fellowship of consistent 
witness in the life of the community. 


3. Fellowship in Need. Verses 44-45. As these 
believers met for worship and went forth to 
witness they were so closely united in love that 


those who had more of this world’s goods volun- _ 


tarily shared with those who did not have so much. 
Those who worship together and seek to serve 
the Lord should like to do many things together 
—work, play, and serve. And they should be so 
close that they share in everything. 


4. Fellowship in All of Life. Verses 46-47. 
These believers were together in the temple, in 
the market place and in the home, and wherever 
they were they were filled with love and joy. 


It was said of them by an outside observer: ‘‘Be- 


hold how those Christians love one another.”’ 


In all of our Christian service we should seek 
ee — such a well rounded fellowship of 
aith. 


Suggestions 


Use some good hymns on fellowship in the 
church and study this passage of Scripture, then 
use the information to show how this is just what 
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Nov. 14: All In The Same Boat 


Introduction 


The dropping of the Atomic bomb at the close 
of the recent war brought home to all of us with 
a jolt a fact that we had long known but refused 
to take too seriously. This fact is that develop. 
ment in transportation, communication, industry, 
and science has made our world one little neigh. 
borhood in which we find many gangs that are 
not quite able to get along with other gangs in 
the neighborhood. 


All of us as citizens are interested in putting 
into our world something of understanding with 
law and order that will enable us all to get 
along together, and as Christians we are all 
interested in going beyond that and putting some- 
thing into the hearts of men that will make us 
all true brothers in faith under God. Thus we 
face our problem as Christians by going a little 
deeper and a little farther than will those who 
are not Christian. Let us look into the Word of 
God and see certain fundamental things that the 
world of men must have today, things which, 
under God, the church alone can give to men. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The World of Men Are One in Their Need 
of a Savior. Romans 3:9-12; Acts 17:29-31. God 
tells us that all men are sinners by nature and 
by practise;. therefore we can not expect men out 
of Christ to be men of good will, unselfish de- 
sires, and righteous dispositions. These men not 
only need a Savior to save them from the judg- 
ment of God in that day when God shall judge 
the hearts of men, but they also need a Savior 
in order that they may be saved from themselves 
and made to desire and achieve righteousness. 
This is the fundamental beginning place for the 
Christian. 


2. The World of Men Are One in Their Need 
of Understanding. Genesis 11:5-9. When the early 
peoples of the earth sought to ovérthrow the av- 
thority of God and build a world to suit themselves 
they built a high tower, open unto heaven. God 


came down and judged that effort by the confusion 


of tongues and spread the people all over all the 
earth. Ever since that day the differences in lat- 
guage between peoples has keen a constant It 
minder that mankind is in rebellion against the 
authority of God, and is therefore confused, col- 
fused about God and confused about understanding 
one another. The return of understanding is some 
thing that can only come by the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts and lives of men. (Acts 2:1-6). 


3. The World of Men Are One in Their Need of 
a Dynamic. Rom. 7:14-25; Rom. 5:5; 2 Cor. 5:14 


All men have shared in the experience here out- € 
lined by Paul—knowing the good and having n0 = 


the desire to do it, or having the desire but no 


having the personal strength to do it. These tw > 
human experience alt 
hindering progress toward the kind of a world We f- 


fundamental facts of 


want. Some men and nations don’t want the 


right kind of a world and many want it but 40 
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- Seripture Lesson: (Let a different person read 


and comment on the sections outlined above.) 


not seem to have the power to do what they wish _ Program Outline - 
nor get otHer men to do it. | Call to Worship: Psalm 67. 
‘These three fundamental needs are felt by all Hymn: “This Is. My Fathers World. 
/men and they can be met and supplied only as 
Christ is received into the heart and followed in — Sa ie 
| ymn: ion Haste.”’ 
needful and essential hat nobody else can give Hymn: “I Am Thine O Lord.” 
, —we give men the Christ who transforms life. Benediction. | 
Close | 3 
swith — 
ofused 
Velop- 
lustry, 


igs in 

utting 

with & 

o Lomorrow Is Really On 

reall Our Own Doorstep 

an co Through this Home Mission season as we have 
little -read the book On Our Own Doorstep, we have 
a - journeyed to some lands beyond our shores which 


ad a ' some of us have not thought of as Home Mission 
areas. It has been good to view the work of God 


at in the ring of possessions around our country and 
men. me '? See what missionaries have done and are doing 


to give the people the Gospel of Christ. Sureiy 
_we have been humbled and brought to our knees 
in repentance to recall what took place to give 
Need @ US these possessions—the suffering of people be- 
. God ® cause of our nation’s un-Christian dealings with 
e and @ them in their lands. 


:? _ We now know facts. We see anew the need for 
n not @ 2 More Christian America. The responsibility is 
judg. “on our own doorstep.” 

judge _ The Home Mission study is well under way in 


wet | the jocal church, but the culminating act of the 
selves § session is yet ahead. October 31-November 7 is 
— | atime when we should unitedly go before God in 
r te — confession of our sins, in gratitude to Him for 
His goodness and grace in letting us live and in 
4 @ &'ving to us the opportunity of showing our con- 
- cern that America be Christian, in petition for 


ye 
bape 3 the work of our Church and the Home Mission 
selves Me workers who labor in difficult places to this end 


Cod and for ourselves and all Christians upon whom 
_ the responsibility for a Christian America rests. 


I} the _ Splendid materials have been sent out by the 
Ag _ tome Mission Committee to every local church 
re the Bocoeung plans for the Week of Prayer and 
— elf-Denial. Again it is “on our own doorstep’— 
, Col’ HB for local leaders will largely determine the ef- 


_ 3 fectiveness of this week in the local church, 
= : Whether it 1s to be only an observance or a truly 
4.6). great experience for her members. The leaflet 
71-6). Are You Ready?” contains the following 


“Pray for this movement (Home Missions). 


not Ae “Set definite times and places for asking God’s 
g ' wisdom and His power to guide the Church and 


make her service effective. 
» Include all programs in your plans—men, 
ld wef “Omen, youth. 


“Make Home Missions a meaningful int 
ut do | Your Sunday school...” gful interest in 


Woman’s Work 


- Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


An effort to enlist the whole church in prayer 
for Home Missions will take careful planning and 
much prayer but it will be rewarding. The church © 
successful in leading her people to pray for Home 
Missions in small groups and in stimulating their 
interest and concern to the point that they. inter- 
cede for this cause in family groups and as 
individuals will have the support of a people yet 
more obedient to Christ and willing to sacrifice 
in order that He be made known in the most 
important field of today—America. 3 


Assembly’s ‘Home Missions And 
~The Local Cause Secretary 


By Alice D. Hays 
Greenville, S. C. 


It is often hard for us to realize that our own 
little job is of very much importance or that 
we personally mean very much in the large 
scheme of things. But the little verse we all learned 
in childhood: 


“Little drops of water, little grains of sand, 
Make a mighty ocean and a plenteous land,” 


is very true and if we would apply this thought to 
ourselves it would vastly increase our respect for 
anything we undertake, knowing it is the united 
effort of many that gives strength to the whole. 


I was driving on the highway with my husband 
one day when suddenly the car slowed down and 
he steered it to the side of the road as it came 
to a complete stop. He raised the hood and tink- 
ered with several parts, about which I knew abso- 
lutely nothing, and after a while he got in the 
car and we drove off. He told me something 
had happened to a little wire which was necessary 
for “contact.” 


Because I am local Secretary of Assembly’s 
Home Missions and had been thinking of the work 
and my own duties, the word struck me at once. 
Contact—that’s it, that is my duty expressed in 
one word. Contact between the Executive Commit- 
tee and myself—contact between the women of 
my church and the Cause I represent—contact 
between my local office and the Presbyterial and 
Synodical officers, who in turn contact still high- 
er with reports of what has been accomplished 
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—and most important of all, through constant 
prayer, contact with Him whom I serve, who is 
the source of all my inspiration and strength and 
must be the guide in all I do if my service is to be 
acceptable to Him. The thought gripped me and 
I saw all the Cause secretaries as a net-work of 
contact wires so necessary to carry on the great 
work of Assembly’s Home Missions among the 
Women of the Church. 


Perhaps the reader would be interested in the 
program carried on in one of the large churches 
in South Carolina. There are seventeen circles in 
this church and at the beginning of the year the 
Secretary of Assembly’s Home Missions writes to 
the office of the Executive Committee of Home 
Missions in Atlanta and asks for the names of 
seventeen Home Missionaries and their field of 
service. When she receives this she asks each 
Circle Chairman to secure a representative of As- 
smbly’s Home Missions in her circle. With the two 
lists in hand she assigns a missionary to each 
circle representative, and then writes a letter 
such as this: 


“Dear Mrs. 

I am happy to know that you are the rep- 
resentative of Assembly’s Home Missions for 
Circle I am sure you will find much 
joy in this service and your circle will share 
your joy. The names and address of the mis- 
sionary couple assigned to you are Rev. and 
Mrs. Oklahoma, and 
their work is with the Indians. 


As soon as you can conveniently do so, 
please write to them telling them Circle ........ 
is interested in them and in their work and 
asking them to write telling you of their 
work and their family, giving names and ages 
of children, if any. When you receive a re- 
ply, read the letter to your circle and keep it 
for reference. Please pray for this family. 
It is quite likely that through the year your 
circle will enjoy helping with some of the 
problems of your missionary. 


As the Christmas season approaches please 
take an offering from your circle and send 
a box of gifts or a check as your love gift 
for these who serve Christ and His Church 
in the Home Mission field.” 


This program has a two-fold benefit. It keeps the 
women “mission minded” and gives them the joy 
of sharing, and it brings joy and help to those who 
labor in the mission fields. In this church last year 
the amount given in this way at Christmas was 
$244.50—all over-and-above the amounts taken 
at regular offerings for this Cause. Also during 
the year many circles sent clothing and money 
to their mission families and one circle sent one 
hundred testaments and four hundred gospels to 
Ybor City Mission in Tampa. 


It is important that the local secretary read 
the literature provided for her and keep in touch 
with the office of the Executive Committee of 
Home Missions for additional information and 
supplies. In this way she learns to know and love 
the work she represents and is better prepared 
to discuss it. If she finds it possible to attend the 
Missions Conference held at Montreat in August 
she will enjoy meeting the members of the Execu- 
tive Staff and Committee of Home Missions and 
will receive great inspiration as she meets many 
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missionaries and hears them tell of their wor 
Nothing could be more inspiring than*to hear the 
young Mexican, Indian, Italian and Chinese sty. 
dents tell what our missions and mission school 
have done for them. 


At the Conference she will also attend the 
class on the Home Mission study book. This yea 
the class was conducted by Mrs. W. R. Ulrich 
member of the Executive Committee of Hom 
Missions and of the Committee on Woman’s Work 
Mrs. Ulrich reviewed the book On Our Own Door. 
step, by Mead. Her sparkling personality, he 
knowledge of the book and charm of presentation 
made the class a most enjoyable one. The last part 
of the class period was used by Mrs. W. Frank 
Smith whom we have long known and loved 
through her association in an executive capacity 
with the Committee on Woman’s Work and As. 
sembly’s Home Missions. Mrs. Smith gave talks 
each day on some phase of the work and each 
woman who attended the conference returned t 
her church better prepared to promote the study 
of the book as well as the Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial and the program meeting in October, 
She also had a better understanding of the Pro. 
gram of Progress. 


Surely these are vital contacts for the local 
secretary of Assembly’s Home Missions who js 
also a vital contact in this great work of Missions 
so loved by our Master, so urged by Him, » 
necessary in making His gospel known to thou. 
sands in our own land whose hearts and lives 
are empty and whose souls are lost without Him. 


Our Protestant Heritage 


REFORMATION DAY 
By Mrs. W. T. Fowler 


General Historian Of The Committee 


On Woman’s Work 


Our Protestant heritage is solidly built upon the 
rock of our Christian heritage which is the knowl 
edge that we are children of God, partakers of 
His promises in Christ by the Gospel, that being 
justified by His grace, we are made heirs accor¢- 
ing to the hope of eternal life (Romans 8:1/, 
Ephesians 3:6). A dozen other passages in the 
letters of St. Paul emphasize this fact and give 
further assurance for our faith. 


This light that lightened the Gentiles shone 
from the empty cross after the glorious resurret- 
tion, revived the fainting spirits of the disheatrt 
ened Apostles, and through them and their labor 
“turned the world upside down.” It was ovel- 
shadowed during the Middle Ages. It burst forth 
again in the Reformation and became our Protes 
tant heritage which gives us, first of all, free 
dom. This is the freedom of the individual that 
includes thought, conscience, speech and actio?. 
It builds governments dedicated to liberty, under 
which social justice flourishes because. it is the 
triumph of the individual person over the mas 
of faceless people. 


This spiritual freedom, purchased at a great | 
price, loosed new energies that were expressed 1 F 


concern for the welfare of others. It placed each 


man and woman in communion with God, the} 
It opened mensy 


Father. It awakened thought. 
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minds to the infinite. It stimulated discovery and 
invention. It inspired the translation of the Bible 
and made it available to every home, however 


humble. 


It fostered a priesthood of all believers. It gave 
to the common people during the revival of learn- 
ing such a desire for the things of the spirit that 
a load of hay was not too high a price to pay 
for a single page of the newly translated Scrip- 
tures. Burns paints this picture in “The Cotter’s 
Saturday Night,’’ when the laboring man in his 
home, after the day’s toil, “his bonnet reverently 
laid aside,” his open Bible in his hand, ‘‘the 
priest, the father and the husband prays.” 


Protestantism makes the Scriptures supreme as 
the rule of faith and practice and shows us Christ 
as the only mediator between man and God. Thus 
jt is that our duty is the study of the true nature 
of God and the true nature of man. We know 
that we cannot be perfect but we do have the 
freedom to strive toward perfection. We can plan 
to make the world better. We are enabled in 


some degree to improve social life and we can 


certainly maintain the dignity of our own souls. 


We have, too, a heritage in language. Luther’s 
translation of the Bible profoundly influenced the 
German. tongue. The King James version of the 
Bible is to this day a well of English, pure and 
undefiled. The work of the American Bible Society 
has presented the Gospel clearly in more than 
three hundred languages and dialects and has 
circled the globe with its ideals which have trans 
formed countless lives. 


Courage is a rare heritage bequeathed to us by 
the saints and martyrs, by unnumbered heroes and 
heroines who dared to risk all for the Evangel. 
The red badge of courage has marked the men 
who carried the cross of Christ over storm-tossed 
seas and through unbroken wilderness wilds, and 
the women who in their train made homes far 
from friends and kin. These bore the banner of 
Christ in the face of danger and sounded his trum- 
pet in the hearing of relentless foes. 


And courage has also marked the victors of 
faith in the crowded marts of men and in the 
council halls of the great. Grand names echo and 
re-echo as we call the long roll of honor: Huss 
in Bohemia; Wycliff in England; Coligny in 
France; the Waldensians in Italy; Oglethorpe; 
Fox; Wesley; Penn and a shining host of others. 


Among the thinkers and leaders there was 
Luther as he stood before the mightiest monarch 
on earth in that momentous hour when he stated 
his case and ended his plea with, “Here I stand. 
I can do no other.” Calvin, then a boy of twelve 
in France, was destined to. project his theology 
across all national bounds“ while he labored at 
Geneva that men might see how truth can be 
applied to daily life and government. John Knox 
stood before his Queen and with fiery denunci- 
ations of the lax court thundered the necessity of 
repentance unto salvation, when already on his 
flesh were the Searing scars of the galley chains 
that could bind him again at her beck and nod. 


A heritage is that which passes by direct de- 
a or bequest. It can be accepted or rejected. 
housands have accepted this heritage of ours at 
_ of life, fortune and personal freedom. Hun- 
reds met death by fire and sword. To us in this 
country, so far, this heritage has fallen in pleas- 


“FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “OPEN WINDOWS OF HEAVEN” 
for each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before dis- 
tribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to: TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California.” 


ant places. But ‘“‘our fathers chained in dungeons 
dark’”’ is not an empty phrase. Recent events in the 
world of today give us a shuddering idea of what 
could be again. 


Christ is the only answer to our manifold needs 
and Protestantism opened a clear channel through 
which we can reach the throne of grace because 
‘all men belong to God, and once redeemed by 
God’s grace a burgher is the equal of a king.” 


A Personal Testimony 


This is the second in a series of articles by mem- 
bers of the Personal Witnessing Class, led by Dr. 
Cecil Thompson, at the Woman’s Training School 
in Montreat last summer. 


I have been a Christian for a good many years, 
but today I stand ashamed in the Master’s pres- 
ence when I can hear Him ask, “Pauline, how 
many have you won?” I can only answer none. 


I have for a long time known that God loved 
me enough to give His Son that I.might have 
eternal life. I know God has brought joy to my 
life by knowing He is there when I need Him. 
have assumed my responsibilities so far as my chil- 
dren are concerned in trying to lead them to know 
God, but in so doing I have failed miserably be- 
cause I feel they surely know have never 
mastered or even attempted the greatest work on 
earth—witnessing for Him. 


I am thinking now of how happy I have been 
in the past and even now to tell my friends and 
those with whom I come in contact about new 
things I have found to be helpful to me in my 
task of running my home. Especially do I like 
to recommend a new recipe for cooking and 
serving food. I want my fellow-homemakers to 
have every bit of information I have discovered 
about sewing. But the greatest news, God’s Re- 
demptive Love, the fire of which I have almost 
extinguished in my own life, I have been perfectly 
content to keep in my own heart. May God help 
me ever to keep first in my mind and heart the 
greatest recipe for happiness—telling others about 
Christ. I know now my duty. 


We have had a revival in our church every 
year since I can remember. I have thought sev- 
eral times it is strange we don’t have but very 
few to accept Christ. I have often said our preach- 
er must not be on fire for God and now I realize 
my sin here because when we have a revival the 
same Christians are the only ones to attend 
church and while I am not forgetting the fact 
our lives need cleansing, the ones who know 
nothing of God’s love will have to be reached by 
others in our church such as I. The sooner we 
wake up to our duty the sooner God will bless 
our church and community. 
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An Experience In Personal 
Soul Winning 


The Editors, 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, North Carolina. 

Dear Friends: 


I do praise God for your stalwart, inspiring 
articles and for the Journal itself, which supplies 
such a long felt need. 


Your new department on soul winning should 
prove helpful, for it is sadly true that most Pres- 
byterians not only have no testimony, they don’t 
even mention the name of Jesus, as if it were 
bad taste socially. 


Over my telephone hung a calendar with the 
words “He was wounded for our transgressions” 
in large print, followed by the rest of the verse 
in small letters, 


One day the driver of an express truck made a 
call at our house, and finding he had been given 
the wrong address, asked if he might use the 
telephone. While waiting for his “‘boss’’ to answer, 
he was reading my calendar. The call finished, 
I asked, “‘Do you believe those words?”’ 


“Yes”, he hesitated, “‘I do.”’ 


“Have you ever received Jesus as your own 
Saviour?” 


“No, I never have.”’ 


“Well, wouldn’t you like to tell Him right now 
that you believe He died for your sins and ask 
Him to be your Saviour?” 


“Yes, I really would.” 


A brief prayer, a few verses of assurance, and 
a soul was born again. 


He said his mother was active in a certain 
church, promised to tell her he had accepted her 
Saviour, and go to church with her. 


Of course I had to work fast, but he left with 
a light in his eyes, and though I have never seen 
him again, I feel sure he became a child of God 
that day. It isn’t always easy, but it does pay to 
be on the lookout for prepared souls, doesn’t it? 


Very seldom does a pastor teach his people how 
to win a soul, and our Sunday School literature 
has been strangely silent on the subject. 

A Florida Subscriber. 


That Basket Of Okra 
By Mrs. William E. May 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


One Friday afternoon I went down to the Farm- 
er’s Curb Market to buy tomatoes for canning. I 
bought three baskets from a woman who had 
helping her two children, a girl, and a boy. “Oh” 
said the little girl, ‘‘Won’t you buy this basket of 
okra from me? It’s mine and you’ve bought the 
last of our tomatoes; please buy it so we can go 
home. The sun-is so hot.” 


Truly, the sun was shining down at a terrific 
pace. I had no use for a basket of okra, but the 
Holy Spirit said, “Buy it any way,” and I did so, 
for it gave me the opportunity, as I put the money 


in her hand, to give her a Gospel of John, and asx 


if she was a Christian. She told me she went to 
Sunday School every Sunday, and had been wishing 
to know how to be saved. I told her Romans 
10:9-10, and showed her John 5:24. As we dis. 
cussed the five things this verse said, she believed 
on the Lord Jesus as her own personal Saviour, 
How I wish you could have seen her happy face. 


Her aunt, who had been praying for her, was 
delighted, the brother was interested and another 
man from the neighboring booth came over, anxious 
to hear more of Christ and His miracle working 
power. The children would hardly let me go. (We 
had forgotten the hot sun). The neighbors enjoyed 
the okra, but the joy of “‘reaping’’ a priceless soul 
for Him is still in my heart. II Thess. 3:1. 


Japanese Christians Study 


Conference Of The Reformed Faith For Shikoku 


By Rev. L. W. Moore* 


Encouraged by the interest shown at the Re- 
formed Conference held in Kobe last fall the 
Mission decided to hold a similar conference for 
the people of Shikoku. The reader will remember 
that this is the island south of Kobe and Hiroshima 
on the map. The place chosen for the Conference 
was Zentsuji, in Kagawa Prefecture, former lo- 
cation of the Shikoku Army Division. The build- 
ings and grounds, now occupied by schools and 
hospitals, are all that is left of that once proud 
organization. The time for the Conference was 
(5:00 P.M.) May 18th to (9:00 A.M.) May 21st. 


Invitations were extended to all the churches 
of Shikoku. Plans were made with the expectation 
that, about 50 would attend. Our joy abounded as 
95 persons, men and women, ministers, elders 
and laymen registered. Each’ person brought 
enough rice for himself and then paid a regis- 
tration fee. 


The sunrise prayer meetings were led by elders 
speaking on the Psalms. The morning periods 
were given over to topics such as “The West- 
minister Confession,” ‘What is the Reformed 
Faith,” “The Covenants with David and with Abra- 
ham,’”’ and with the communion service. The after- 
noon periods to “The Gospel of Luke,” “The Acts 
of the Apostles,’ “Reformed Government,” “The 
Barthian Conception of the Bible,’’ and ‘The Re- 
formed Conception of Education, Religious and 
Secular.”” The evenings were given over to dis 
cussions of “The Reformed Conception of the 
Bible” and “The Hindrances to and the Future of 
Evangelism in Japan.”’ 


The spirit of the Conference was remarkable 
in the unity of desire to learn and to live at: 
cording to the Word of God. This unity of spirt 
is the most remarkable when it is realized that 
there were more present from the United Church 
of Japan than from the Reformed Church. 


The number of women who attended was Sig- 
nificant since their numbers were usually so limit- 
ed in such conferences in the’ past in Japan. 
Usually they are expected to attend the Conr- 
ferences for women. This time it was a conference 
for Christians and they came and did their part 
throughout. 


*Missionary at 439 Nakabu, Marugame, Kagawa 


Prefecture, Japan, 
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Another significant feature 
who came from the southern prefecture of Kochi, 
since this is a predominantly agricultural Pre- 
fecture and was the farthest away from the place 
of meetings. The work started by Dr. McAlpine 
in 1885 and carried on by McIlwaine, Moore and 
Brady as well as Misses Evans, Dowd and Atkin- 


gon,, and many others and is still bearing fruit 


age Christian. There was a marked effort on the 


with much promise for the future. 


Such conferences were frowned on before the 
war as tending to create difference of opinion, as 
too doctrinaire and above the heads of the aver- 


| part of all the speakers at this conference to show 
- that the doctrines of the Bible are for the Chris- 


tians. The response can be best given by a godly 


- woman who said that she was impressed by two 
' things regarding the Conference: first, that all 
who gathered there seemed to be of one family, 
' that as soon as they were introduced they felt 
_ they had been friends for some time; second, that 
_ all the speakers spoke from the Bible so that she 


felt that she was in heaven. The thanks that 


have come in have been profuse. 


When the question was put as to whether 


_ another such conference should be held the opin- 
- jon was unanimous that it should, and if possible 
_ this fall. The place will be somewhere in Kochi 
- Prefecture. It is the policy of the Mission to give 
- every encouragement to such conferences both 
_ with personnel and finances and to do all possible 
to keep them Bible-study conferences of high 
character. 


denunciation of compromise and 


fess that 


| Book Reviews | 


GREAT SHORTER WORKS 
OF PASCAL 


_Translated with an introduction by Emile Cal- 
liet and John C. Blankenagel. Published by The 
Westminster Press, Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price $4.50. | 

Calliet, 


Professor our greatest authority on 


Pascal, expresses the thought that this seventeenth 
.century genius has been known too long only 


through his two most familiar works, “The Pen- 
sees and “The Provincial Letters.” This volume 
gives us a more complete Pascal. It is written to 
give to the public the pearls of great price which 
ave remained in obscurity for centuries. 


Following a valuable chronological reference 
€ on Pascal and an analytical introduction, 


| Professor Calliet submits 45 selections from Pas- 
_ cal’s writings. These selections vary in both’ sub- 


ject matter and length. 


Our generation should profit by reading Pascal’s 
appeasement. 
ascal was tolerant in the highest sense of the 
Word, but he felt that peace should never be bought 


- at the price of compromise. He calls it a false 
apn To put it in his own words, “It is false piety 
_ ‘© preserve peace at the expense of truth.” Pascal 


sn frequently grieved by professing Christians 
= lacked convictions. He lamented, ‘‘When I saw 
= _— very persons waver and succumb who 
ould have been the defenders of the truth and 
0 whom God had made the truth known, I con- 
I was so overcome with grief that I 


could not endure it, and so I collapsed.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


was the number. 


To all who suffer, we recommend document 44 
in this volume. It is called, “‘Prayer By Pascal Ask- 
ing God To Use IIInesses To A Good End.”’ 


Although Pascal was a Roman Catholic he really 
belongs to the ecumencial Church and we are 
grateful for this additional literature from the 
Christian pen of this devout genius. 

ohn R. Richardson. 


REPORT TO PROTESTANTS 


By Dr. Marcus Bach, University of Iowa School 
of Religion. Published by Bobbs-Merrill. 


Dr. Bach, a former strong advocate of Church 
Union, has completely renounced his position, and 
this book gives his findings and his reasons for 
having reversed his former view. 


Dr. Bach’s conclusion: 
multiplicity is its strength Churches aren’t 
built on things to be _ believed Unite the 
churches and you kill what religion there is left.” 


GRACE ABOUNDING TO THE 
CHIEF OF SINNERS 


By: John Bunyan. Published by Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$1.60. 


Some books refuse to grow old and have the 
capacity to retain their freshness from generation 
to generation. Grace Abounding to the Chief of 
Sinners belongs to this select group. It is a great 
Christian classic that carries a message which is 
pertinent in any era. 


“‘Protestantism’s very 


The sturdy non-conformist who spent a dozen 
years in jail on account of his Christian convic- 
tions would probably be mightily surprised if he 
were permitted to return from the Celestial City 
to our world and see that his works are still in 
demand. After the passing of three centuries, 
Bunyan’s writings have not lost their charm. 
This is most remarkable when we recall that — 
Bunyan did not go beyond the second grade in 
school. This fact is really a mighty testimony to 
sovereign grace abounding in the life of an un- 
schooled sinner. We trust that many in our day 
will come under the spell of this autobiographical 
classic that has never failed to kindle a spiritual 
fire in the heart of the understanding reader. 

—John R. Richardson. 


THE ANCHORAGE OF LIFE 


By Daniel Lamont, D.D. Published by ‘Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship 64 East Lake Street, 
Chicago, 1, Ill. Price $1.50. 


In a day when we are surfeited with amateurish 
books on theological subjects it is invigorating to 
read a book like The Anchorage of Life. Dr. La- 
mont is professor of Practical Theology in the 


University of Edinburgh, and he writes with the 


skill of a master in this field. 


This book is an expansion of some addresses 
delivered to the international Conference of 
Evangelical Students at Cambridge University. 
The unity of the volume is found in the concept 
of personality in the interpretation of the universe. 
The author is of the opinion that “When person- 
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ality gets its right of way in thought, an avenue 
is .cleared for giving Christ the central place 
which God has once for all given Him in man’s 
universe.”’ 


According to Dr. Lamont theism is not enough. 
Theism by itself cannot constitute a Christian. 
Christian experience must begin with God as Re- 
deemer, or as the author puts it, “It begins for 
a man when he knows God as his Redeemer.”’ He 
pleads earnestly for each of us to have our own 
individual experiences of the redeeming power of 
God, and be able to confess with Paul, “He loved 
me and gave Himself for me.” 


In these lectures Professor Lamont reminded © 


his audience that the Bible is not just one book 
among other books. He affirmed, “The place 
which it occupies is unique and much modern 
criticism has tended to obscure that fact. It is 
far too little to say that it is the greatest of 
books.’”’ So important is the Bible in Christianity, 
the author declares that our faith is grounded 
on the testimony enshrined in the Bible, ‘‘a testi- 
mony apart from which no Christian faith exists.”’ 
Then he adds, ‘‘We believe the Bible through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Who takes the testi- 
ae given in the Bible and seals it upon our 
souls.”’ 


Great themes are dealt with in a great way 
in these twelve lectures. The reading of them 
will be a means of grace to all who will read them 
with a desire to become a better Christian and to 
experience the comfort that comes from The 
Anchorage of Life. —John R. Richardson. 


QUESTIONS JESUS ASKED 


By Clovis G. Chappell. Published by Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.00. 


Dr. Chappell’s sermons have been called ‘‘popular 
preaching.” This is a doubtful compliment many 
times. His preaching, however, is “popular” in a 
high sense. His messages are addressed to the 
general public and he employs simple, strong lan- 
guage free from academic camouflage to com- 
municate his thoughts. 


These seventeen sermons are Biblical. Each is 
based on a question raised by our Lord. In the 
introduction, written by an English minister, he 
stated that each new book from the pen of Dr. 
Chappell is better than the last. We concur in his 
judgment. This is the best of the several volumes 
of his sermons which we have examined. 


One of the best sermons is based on the text, 
“Who say ye that I am?” He calls this ‘‘The 
Supreme Question.”’ He believes that this is the 
most important question with which men have to 
deal. He comments, “This is not simply my con- 
viction; it is the conviction of Jesus Himself. It is 
so important that if we give it a wrong answer, 
though it were possible we might give a right 
answer to every other question, life must be an 
adventure of failure and of tragedy. It is so im- 
portant that if we give it a right answer, though 
it were possible we might give a wrong answer 
to every other question, life would still be an 
adventure of joy and victory.” 


Readers who feel the need of Christian guidance 
on the great themes of the Bible will doubtless 
find this last book by Dr. Chappell the very thing 
they want. —John R. Richardson. 


THE NEW BIBLE HANDBOOK 


Edited by G. T. Manley. Published by Inter. 
Christian Fellowship, Chicago, Ill. Price & 


For some years the Inter-Varsity Christian Fe). 
lowship felt the need of a new and up-to-date 
Handbook of the Bible that would combine a belief 
in plenary inspiration with sound scholarship, g 
This book is the answer to this need. A number of Cc 
scholars have contributed to it, and the labors of T 
each are marked by Christian humility and a. 
curate scholarship. Each contributor is an av. 
thority in his own field of Biblical literature. 


This volume in no way supplants the need fo & R 
personal study of the Bible. Rather, it encourages 0 
individual Bible study under the guidance of the & © 
Spirit of God Who reveals divine truth to promote me © 
active obedience to the will of God. The editor me " 
believes that “No greater blessing could visit ou & 
land than a revival of serious Bible reading.” He — & 
is convinced that the reason for lost spirituality & li 
can often be traced back to neglect of God’s Word — 7: 
In this observation he agrees with John Chrysostom & st 


who said, “This is the cause of all of our evils, not  D 


knowing the Scriptures.” | Cr 


The editor has divided this book into four parts — 2 
Part One is on the Bible as a whole. It discusses ® th 
such subjects as “Inspiration and Authority,” “Th — Y 
Text,” “The Canon,” “Modern Criticism,” ° 
“Miracles,” and “Principles of Interpretation.” Y. 


Part Two: ‘‘The Historical Background,” “The 
Old Testament Story,” “The Pentateuch (Genesis- 
Deuteronomy) ,”’ “Hebrew History (J oshua- 
Esther),’’ “Hebrew Poetry (Job-Canticles),” “He 
brew Prophecy I (Isaiah-Daniel),’’ “Hebrew 
Prophecy II (Hosea-Malachi).”’ 


Part Three deals with the preparation for the B 3 
coming of Christ. Here is discussed, “The Mes — th 
sianic Hope,” ‘From Malachi to Matthew,” ani — 
“The Background of the New Testament.” Ban 


Part Four is on the New Testament. Subjects B na 
set forth include, ‘‘The Life of Christ,” ‘“‘The Teach J riv 
ing of Christ,” “The Four Gospels and Acts,” “The He me 
Epistles of Paul (Romans-Hebrews),’’ “The Catholic an 
Epistles (James-Jude),’ “The Revelation,” and 4 
closing chapter on “The Progress and Fulness of i 
Christian Doctrine.”’ Cl 


One of the noteworthy features of this hant Be ¢., 
book is its fidelity to the supernatural and the Bi.” 
recognition of its importance in sound Biblical i Be ;, 
terpretation. In the section dealing with the book me 
of Daniel this fact is observed. Concluding tht Be ;,; 
evaluation of this book the writer states, “Sul Be .,. 
ming up the evidence for and against Daniel's a Be .,, 
thorship it may be said that the weight attache By... 
to either side is dominated by the view taken 0 BG |j, 
its supernatural elements, and that, but for tt By ;,.. 
objection taken to these, its genuineness woul 
probably never have been challenged.” The saith 
reverent treatment is found in the analysis (By ! 
Jonah. Here the writer declares, “We have ali Ry Con 
in Jonah’s miraculous deliverance a wonderful ( 
of the resurrection of Christ.’ 


era 
As we read this work prepared by twenty-thre Pa stu 


competent scholars we are conscious of the {a : of 
‘Wo 


that there is no lack of firm ground for those Wf 
hold to the conservative principles of Biblical ™) 
terpretation. —John R. Richardsot 
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Church News 
ce : 
Columbia Theological 
Seminary 
belief The opening exercises of Columbia _ Theological 
arship.  sominary were held in the Decatur Presbyterian 
ber of & church on Wednesday evening, September 15. 
ors of The Synod of Georgia which was meeting in an- 
nd ac-  oyal session on the campus of Agnes Scott Col- 
au- lege met with the students and faculty of the 
seminary for the service. President J. McDowell 
df Richards, who was elected this year as Moderator 
cc ior @ of the Synod of Georgia, presided over the exer- 
rp cises in which the 51 new students of Columbia 
aaa Seminary were formally matriculated in the insti- 
tution. 
— _ Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Moderator of the Gen- 
y,” He Mm eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, de- 
tuality Ie livered the opening address of the school year. 
Word, @ The seminary opened with an enrollment of 107 
sostom fe students of whom 93 are candidates for the B.D. 
‘ls. not Me Degree, 10 are enrolled in the Bible Training 
Course, and 4 are candidates for the Th.M. De- 
gree. A particularly interesting feature in con- 
parts, nection with the opening of the new term was 
scusses ME the enrollment of 5 foreign-born students: Mr. 
“th. Yong-Choon Ahn, Korea; Mr. Valdimir Doule, 
icism,” | Czechoslovakia; Mr. Il Soung Kay, Korea; Rev. G. 
n.” 'Y. Fan, China; and Mr. Ismael Andrade, Brazil. 
“The 
Union Theological 
Seminary 
@ “The 137th Session of Union Theological Semi- | 
' hary in Virginia has now begun,” stated President 
or the ® Ben R. Lacy, concluding the inaugural service of 
» Mes the new school year before a capacity audience 
and ™ Watts Chapel of students, faculty members, 
and friends of the Seminary. Wednesday, Sep- 
_.. —& tember 15 marked the opening day of the Semi- 
ubjects HB nary. A contingent of 47 new students had ar- 
Teach- / ‘ved on campus the preceding day; upperclass- 
” “The men returned for registration on the fifteenth, 
_ » and classes were resumed on the following day. 
oe of We. On Learning to Take Criticism’ was the sub- 
ject of the convocation address delivered by Dr. 
| Clem E. Bininger, pastor of the Grace Covenant 
hand Church in Richmond, who took his text from Luke 
nd the 20: Dr. Bininger pointed out first that criticism 
‘cal i Meo) BeVitable; second, that it is often a compliment 
e book Me. disguise, coming only to those who are doing 
ng the ne worthy of comment and whose friends 
Sum Ie ink they are big enough to take it; and third, 
el’s ae ee cism rightly handled can be good for our 
ttached (e ry aiding us in the process of self-examination 
ken 10 seeing ourselves as others see us. “Criti- 
for the fe “27. ls the sand in the oyster of our self-suf- 
would Dr. Bininger concluded, “this irritates 
e pearls of greatness.” 
ysis (8) Preceding the service, an academic procession 
ve of Union’s 12 faculty members and 125 
ful students marched into Watts 
' Hs in double file. In addition to the under- 
y-tbre Students, 15 men engaged in graduate 
y fat of 7 Swell the Seminary’s enrollment to a total 
ne who Numbered among the student body are 
‘cal students—Pierre Etienne of France 
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and Wilson C. Ferreira of Brazil. Two others, one 
each from Hungary and Germany, plan to ma- 
triculate if passage to America can be cleared. 
Of the new students, the 43 Junior class members 
are just embarking upon their course of prepara- 
tion for the ministry. Three-fourths of these are 
ex-servicemen; over one-third are married, and all 
but three are Presbyterians. Their average age is 
a little better than 24, ranging from 19 to 30. 
Forty-two colleges and universities are represent- 
ed, a number made possible due to the fact that 
some of the men attended more than one under- 


graduate institution. Davidson heads the list with 


10 alumni represented in the student body at 
Union, alhough Hampden-Sydney with nine fol- 
lows as a close second. 


Stillman College Opens 
Sixty-Second Year 


Stillman College closed the first week of regis- 
tration with one hundred and seventy-eight stu- 
dents enrolled. Never before, since the founding 
of the school in 1876, has the future looked 
brighter than at the beginning of the first year 
under the title of “Stillman College.” 


The one hundred and seventy-eight students 
include a list of more than fifty veterans. Regis- 
tration is still continuing. The student body is 
made up of unusually fine students this year who 
are taking the following courses: liberal arts 
courses,. business education, home economics, ele- 
mentary education, ministerial training, religious 
education, masonry, carpentry and plumbing. These 
students represent the following states: Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Michigan, 
Missouri, North and South Carolina, and Tennes- 
see. 


Five new members have been added to the 
faculty and staff. Dr. Samuel B. Hay assumed 
his position as President on July 1; Mr. C. W. 
Hughes came in September to be in charge of 
industrial arts; Miss Myrtle Williamson also came 
in September to teach religious education and to 
take charge of campus religious activities; Mr. J. 
V. Corr is the new bookkeeper; and Mrs. J. W. 
Lee is the housemother in the men’s dormitory. 
The additions to the faculty and staff bring the 
number of the group to twenty-six persons. 


Orientation week was full of activities. Among 
the most interesting were the president’s welcome 
and opening address, the get-acquainted parties, 
the visits to faculty homes, out-of-door vespers, 
and the chapel services led by faculty and stu- 


dents. Dean B. B. Hardy’s first assembly period 


gave to the students and faculty a feeling of “all 
for one and one for all.” | 


With the opening of school the regular re- 
ligious activities began. Each morning the faculty 
members gather from 7:15-7:25 for a brief 
period of prayer and meditation; the students join 
with the faculty at 11:30 for noon-day meditation 
and prayer; and on Wednesday evenings the 
students and faculty join with the congregation 


of the Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church in 


the mid-week services led by the Pastor, the 


Reverend Charles Williams. 


For the first time since 1941 Stillman has a 
football team. Coach L. V. Coleman has forty 
men in training for the first and second teams. 
The height and weight of these men bid fair to 
make the Stillman Tigers a team to be feared 


